
GAZİANTEP CASTLE

Visiting Hours
Winter Time
Opening Time: 08:00
Closing Time: 17:00
Ticket Office Closing Time: 16:30

Summer Time
Opening Time: 08:00
Closing Time: 17:00 
Ticket Office Closing Time: 16:30

Open everyday.
* Visiting Hours may vary due to 
pandemic.

Address: Seferpaşa, Naip Hamamı Sk., 27400 Şahinbey/Gaziantep

Please visit the web site for up-to-date information.
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Gaziantep Castle was built on a mound, whose north and northeast are rocky by nature, dating back 
to 3600 BCE. The castle was first built around the second and third centuries in the Roman period as 
“Police Station” with several towers. In 527-565, the Byzantine Emperor Justinian built 12 bastions and 
the moat surrounding the castle with main walls, ground level galleries and a vaulted gallery, and the 
castle was expanded. In this state, the castle, the perimeter of which is 1200 m, has the shape of an 
irregular circle with a diameter of 100 m. The castle reached its present state respectively under the 
reign of the Ayyubids in the 13th century, the Mamluks, Dulkadir Principality, and Ottoman Period after 
the 16th century. The towers and the main walls are raised, and the edges of the six towers on the 
southern facade are decorated with ornate bands. The masjid, bath and other civil buildings were also 
constructed during this period. Inscriptions show that important repairs were made to the castle during 
this period. The building was repaired in 1481 by the Mamluk Sultan Kaybay and in 1557 by Sultan 
Süleyman the Magnificent. Antep Castle , which served as an administrative center, arsenal, and police 
station in the times of Ottoman Empire, was not used for defense purposes after the 18th century. Since 
there are still 12 bastions on the castle, it is estimated that 24 of the 36 bastions mentioned by Evliya 
Çelebi may have been on the outer walls, which have not been preserved until today. The Castle, which 
played an important role in history, was used extensively during the Antep Defense, and became an 
important monument in relation to the history of the city.

14 Martyrs’ 
Memorial

On February 6, 1921, after the title of “Gazi”, Gaziantep was awarded the “Medal of Independence” by Law No. 
5734, which was enacted on February 7, 2008, 87 years after the struggle, due to the admirable achievements 
of the people in the National Struggle.

The “14 Martyrs Monument”, built in memory of 14 children killed by the French 
soldiers who occupied Antep during the national struggle.

14 Martyrs’ 
Memorial

There are scenic sculptures 
of soldiers and civilians who 
were on the front lines in the 
defense of Gaziantep.

Medal of Independence


