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Turkey, which is so unique with its richness of historical heritage, diversity of cultural and social values that it cannot 
be expressed in only one word, is one of the most attractive geographies of the world. We shall be determined to claim 
the values of our country, which is a cultural miracle with its blinding beauty and valuable elements incorporating the 
collective memory of humankind, to carefully conserve and maintain them, to carry them to future and we shall take 
major steps accordingly. 

Being the cradle to the literary works, which establish the foundation of the world civilization, from Homer’s Iliad to 
Rumi’s Masnavi with its both western and eastern identity, and with its cultural roots extending ages ago, Turkey, which 
has obligations against the mankind besides its own history and future, has hundreds of cultural sites to be assumed 
as the “world heritage”.

With this work called “TURKEY on the UNESCO World Heritage List”, Our Ministry, which has carried out many useful 
projects until now, has conduced to enlistment of 18 assets and contributed to the cultural history of the mankind. This 
publication on our assets enlisted on the World Heritage List since 1985 serves as a guidebook which explains our sites 
in the UNESCO World Heritage List in detail.

I wish that this study, which we are very pleased to publish, will continue in the following with new sites offered to the 
world and would like to express my thanks and congratulate those who contribute.

Gökhan YAZGI
General Director for Cultural Assets and Museums

PRESENTATION





The story of the UNESCO World Heritage List begins with a meeting held in Paris in 1972. In the meeting, “Convention 
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage”, which is based on the studies required to be 
conducted to hand down the natural and cultural values of the contracting party countries, is accepted. In accordance 
with the convention which can be considered as the result of the international recognition of the concept of common 
heritage of mankind, cultural and natural sites significant in terms of history of civilization and mankind began to be 
enlisted on the UNESCO World Heritage List. The purpose of the convention is protecting and maintaining the cultural 
and natural values, promoting the accepted values at international level, bringing up them to the world’s agenda and 
make enlistment on the list something prestigious in the course of time.

After Turkey has become a party to the convention in 1983, “Historic Areas of İstanbul”, “Göreme National Park and 
Rock Sites of Cappadocia” and “Great Mosque and Hospital of Divriği” are inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List.  In the list, in which assets are continued to be inscribed in the following years, we have 18 assets as of 2020. We 
can see that each of the assets inscribed on the list exactly meet the concept of heritage of mankind. Historic Areas 
of İstanbul, which can be considered as the heart of İstanbul, the capital of the three empires for more than 1500 
years, where Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman works can be seen together, offers almost the summary of the history 
of İstanbul to its visitors. Besides the natural beauties of Göreme National Park and Rock Sites of Cappadocia, the 
underground cities, residences, churches carved into the rocks and the frescoes decorating the churches can only be 
seen in this part of the world. The decorations on the Great Mosque and Hospital of Divriği, which is considered as 
the greatest architectural monument in Anatolia, are accepted as the pinnacle of stonework. Hattusha, which serves as 
the capital of Hittites, known as the superpower of the period, bears notable traces of this civilization. Mount Nemrut 
hosts monumental memorials of the Commagene Kingdom which has tried to unite Eastern and Western civilizations.  
Xanthos, the administrative centre of Lycia, which is considered to be the most unique culture of Anatolia, and its 
religious centre Letoon shed light on this civilization, which we have rare information and documents.  Those who 
visit Pamukkale, which is a natural wonder so extraordinary that it is thought to be unreal at the first sight, also finds 
the opportunity to visit the 2200 years old Hierapolis ancient city. City of Safranbolu, which managed to protect its 
historical tissue of hundreds of years old, offers you an actual Ottoman settlement experience with its residences, street 
pattern and monuments.  Archaeological Site of Troy, which took place in the legends and which was settled for more 
than 3000 years without interruption, takes its visitors to where dream and reality intermingle. Ephesus, which is the 
ancient city with the largest area to be visited all around the world, conceal the clues of how life has been 2 thousand 
years before.  The architecture of Selimiye Mosque and its Social Complex, which is considered by The Mimar Sinan, 
one of the greatest geniuses of the world history, as his masterpiece, is fascinating as well as its details. Neolithic Site 
of Çatalhöyük hosts the early examples of transformation of small village settlements to cities, emergence of trade 
and many other developments of history of mankind. Bursa and Cumalıkızık, which has witnessed the birth of Ottoman 
Empire conceal the clues of commercial, social, and political policies of the Ottomans. Traces of various cultures can 
be seen in Pergamon and its Multi-Layered Cultural Landscape, which is an artistic, cultural and health centre of 
the Antiquity, together. Diyarbakır Fortress, which is among the largest examples of military architecture continues 
to maintain an ancient history with Hevsel Gardens where farming is done for 7 thousand years without interruption. 
Common traces of civilizations which shaped Archeological Site of Ani, once an important stop of the Silk Road, 
appears in every detail. Aphrodisias, which is the sculpture centre of Antiquity, is full of fabulous works of the artists. 
Göbeklitepe, which is the oldest temple of the world, firstly astonishes with the findings, which paved the way for 
rewriting the history books, and later evokes admiration.

In Turkey, which has a rich cultural background and unique natural beauties, there are many assets waiting to be inscribed 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List. These lands which have hosted cultures leading the history of civilizations in terms of 
architecture and art, and accommodating the most unique natural formations, have always had an important place and will 
continue to be as such. Out duty is to appreciate the values reminding this reality and enabling handing down this heritage 
to all the generations to come. As recognized by the UNESCO these values are not only the heritage of us, the inhabitants of 
these lands, but common heritage of all mankind.

INTRODUCTION
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HISTORIC AREAS OF İSTANBUL

THE CAPITAL OF EMPIRES 
EXPANDING ON BOTH CONTINENTS 

• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1985
• Ref: 356

• Selection Criteria: (I), (II), (III), (IV)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: İstanbul
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One part in Asia and one part in Europe, 
İstanbul is the meeting point of diverse 
cultures and civilization as well as two 
continents. Declared as the second capital of 
Roman Empire in 330, remained as the capital 
of Byzantine Empire until 1453, when it was 
conquered by the Sultan Mehmed II., and 
served as the capital to the Ottoman Empire in 
the following, İstanbul has been a city where 
more than 120 emperors and sultans have 
ascended the throne and diverse cultures, 
nations and religions have blended in this 
period of more than 1500 years.

It is not surprising that a settlement, which 
served as a capital to three different empires 
without interruption, is adorned with 
magnificent artefacts.  Therefore, you can see 
the most magnificent Byzantine buildings as 
well as the most beautiful examples of the 
Ottoman architecture together in İstanbul. 
Especially, the Historical Peninsula, which 
is the administrative and living centre of 
both Byzantine and Ottoman periods, is full 
of artefacts bearing the traces of the former 
glory. There are remarkable examples of the 
Byzantine and Ottoman architecture in this 

region, which was inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List in 1985.

You need at least two days to visit many 
artefacts particularly Hagia Sofia, which is 
accepted as the pinnacle of the Byzantine art, 
The Basilica Cistern mesmerizing its visitors 
with its architecture, The Blue Mosque with 
its wonderful ceramic tiles, Mimar Sinan’s 
magnificent work Süleymaniye Mosque 
and the fortifications which have defended 
İstanbul for hundreds of years.
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THE BRIDGE BETWEEN ASIA 
AND EUROPE

It could be said that the source of beauty in 
İstanbul tantalizing emperors is its unique 
location. The Bosphorus, which links Black 
Sea and Marmara Sea, mesmerize the visitors 
also today. You can understand why here 
is selected to build a city thousand years 
before and why it has been the favourite of 
the emperors for thousands of years while 
watching the sunset from the west coast and 
the lights which begin to reflect to the other 
coast. İstanbul is one of the most unique 
cities with its historical fabric and cultural 
texture which East and West is blended. 
The fact that it is continuously one of the 
10 cities visited every year is not surprising 
because of this.

The most important quality of İstanbul 
mesmerizing the visitors beyond museums, 
churches, palaces, and mosques is its 
diversity. The most populated city of Turkey 
and the greatest commercial, cultural, 
entertainment and tourism centre İstanbul 
is a place where traditional and modern 
are blended. That is why it also offers a 
developed and modern city view besides its 
historical fabric. You can see museums where 
rare archaeological artefacts are displayed 
or modern art exhibitions are held and 
the places where the leading artists of the 
world deliver their performances near Hagia 
Sophia, which is built 1500 years before, 
and a mosque aged 600 years. You can shop 
at the Covered Market, which is one of the 
oldest shopping malls of the world as well as 
at the shopping malls where you can find any 
kind of brands and products. You can wander 
the streets, where the Roman, Byzantine 
and Ottoman public used to walk, or prefer 
modern transportation networks, which 
extend underneath the sea. In this regard, 
it is possible to say that İstanbul is one of 
the cities which accomplished to blend past 
and today, traditional, and modern in the best 
possible way.
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THE CITY WHERE RELIGIONS 
MEET

The urban identity of İstanbul which began 
to form in the Roman Period has shaped 
during the Byzantine and Ottoman periods. 
The most attractive works in the city fabric in 
each period have been religious structures as 
it is today. With the movement of the Roman 
Imperial centre here in 330, it was equipped 
with the most magnificent monuments that 
have not been seen before; it was adorned 
with palaces, cisterns, walls as well as 
many churches. Following the conquest 
of Ottomans in 1453, mosques, which 
especially Mimar Sinan has created the most 
magnificent ones, began to shine out. In 
the following years, the city silhouette was 
essentially shaped by mosques along with 
new palaces, shrines, and other buildings.

During Ottoman Period not only Muslims 
but also Christians and Jews were also living 
in İstanbul. Some of the Christians, who 
were living in İstanbul during Byzantine 
Period, continued their lives in the city 
following Ottoman conquest. Moreover, a 
Jew population reaching to an amount to 
form neighbourhoods has chosen to live in 
İstanbul.  Therefore, the religious buildings 
of the three religions have survived and 
preserved their places in the city fabric. 
Mosques, churches, and synagogues 
continues to live together along with 
members of diverse religions in İstanbul 
today and maintain their association as 
the symbol of tolerance and fraternity of 
religions.

The Historical 
Peninsula where the 

heart of İstanbul 
beats throughout its 

history is the place 
where the most 

beautiful artefacts 
of the three empires 

can be seen.
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The Hagia Sophia, which 
was started to be built 
in 532 and completed 
in a short period of 
five years despite its 
enormous dimensions, 
has been one of the 
symbolic structures of 
İstanbul throughout its 
history.
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A HISTORICAL JOURNEY

So far, thousands of books have been written 
about İstanbul, films and documentaries 
were shot with İstanbul in the leading role. 
However, in order to get to know İstanbul 
fully, it is necessary to wander the streets 
smelling of history step by step. Those who 
pursue the traces of two great empires that 
played important roles in history see that a 
different beauty is concealed in every corner.

Although almost all of İstanbul deserves 
attention, the most preferred area by the 
tourists is the “Historic Peninsula”, which 
also includes parts of the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. The reason why it attracts such 
great attention is that the most beautiful 
works of the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman 
periods are here. Because this is the region 
that we can define as place where the heart 
of the city beats throughout its history. Byzas 
of Megara, who is accepted as the founder 
of the city, wanted the city to be established 
here; Constantine, who made İstanbul the 
new capital of Rome, designated here as the 
centre. Later, in the Byzantine and Ottoman 
periods, this city has always been the 
administrative centre and the residence of 
emperors and sultans.

The artefacts in this large area, which are 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List as four main regions, “Sultanahmet 
Archaeological Park”, “Süleymaniye 
Protection Area”, “Zeyrek Protection Area” and 
“Land Walls Protection Area”; have a range of 
dates and diversity that presents a summary 
of İstanbul’s history.

The most visited work of the region, called 
“Sultanahmet Archaeological Park”, is Hagia 
Sophia, the apple of the eye of Byzantine 
architecture. The Sultan Ahmet Mosque, 
one of the sources of pride of Ottoman 
architecture, is located right next to Hagia 
Sophia, which has a rightful place in the 
history of world architecture and has won 
the admiration of everyone throughout its 
history. The most important feature that 
makes the mosque famous is that it has over 
21 thousand İznik tiles, each of which is the 
most beautiful examples of its period. It is 
also known as the “Blue Mosque” because 
of these tiles that fascinate its visitors. 
In the front of the mosque, columns and 
monuments decorating the Hippodrome, 

where once 100 thousand people used to 
meet and watch the races and performances.

The Basilica Cistern, which has been 
meeting the water needs of the city for years, 
is located near the Hippodrome. Topkapı 
Palace, which has been both the living 
space and the administrative centre of the 
Ottoman sultans for 400 years, is one of the 
special museums of the world not only with 
its architecture but also with its priceless 
collections such as Ottoman sultans’ clothes 
and weapons; jewels and sacred relics.

Süleymaniye Mosque, one of the constant 
themes İstanbul postcards and the most 
important achievement of Mimar Sinan in 
this city, is a little further away from this 
square. However, it is a popular place to visit 
because it is the most magnificent mosque 
in the city, there are tombs belonging to 
Suleiman the Magnificent and Hürrem 
Sultan in its courtyard, and Mimar Sinan, the 
architect of the mosque, chose this place as 
the place of his tomb.

Süleymaniye Mosque, 
the most important 
achievement of Mimar 
Sinan in İstanbul, 
arouses admiration 
with its architectural 
details as well as 
its magnificent 
appearance.
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Zeyrek, which lies on a hill overlooking the 
Golden Horn, deserves to be visited with its 
spectacular building which was named as 
Monastery of the Pantocrator in the Byzantine 
Period and as Molla Zeyrek Mosque after the 
conquest; Ottoman period structures such as 
mosques, tombs, fountains, baths and with 
its historical wooden houses that are close 
witnesses to the history of İstanbul. 

Finally, the 6,650-meter Land Walls, which 
have sustained Byzantium’s existence for 

more than a thousand years and continue 
to be shown as one of the most magnificent 
examples of military architecture, and 
the different period structures around it 
conceal beauties that visitors will not even 
understand how time passed. 

The works we have included here are just 
a few of the thousands of examples in 
İstanbul. Not only it is impossible to explain 
this unique city with all its aspects in writing, 
but also it is not enough only to read those 

about İstanbul to know it. If you see the 
works, which are inherited from the two 
great empires that changed the history of 
the world, on site, watch the sunset on the 
Bosphorus, which offers two continents in 
a single view, you will get to know İstanbul 
and you will fall in love with it as you get to 
know it.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1985
• Ref: 357

• Selection Criteria: (I), (III), (V), (VII)
• Category: Natural/Cultural

• Province: Nevşehir

GÖREME NATIONAL PARK and THE ROCK SITES OF CAPPADOCIA

THE DREAMLAND
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Named as “Katpatukya”, which means “Land 
of Beautiful Horses” by the Persians and 
today called Cappadocia, the region is one 
of the most extraordinary and fabulous 
places in the world. The rock formations that 
surprise visitors at first sight are called “fairy 
chimneys” in accordance with their images. 
The primary role in the formation of these 
extraordinary shapes enough to make you 
think you are on another planet, belongs to 
volcanoes. The ashes and lava erupted from 
Hasan Mountain, which started to erupt 60 
million years ago and was active until the 

Neolithic Period as can be seen from the wall 
paintings, and also Erciyes Mountain and Göllü 
Mountain volcanoes reached a height of 150 
meters in some places and as a result of the 
erosion of these ash layers by wind and rain 
over the years, the fascinating geography of 
Cappadocia has come into being.

Although it is the nature that took the first 
step in the formation of Cappadocia, it is 
the human hand that has made the region a 
historical and cultural treasure by contributing 
to the labour of nature for millions of years.

It is not possible to find the houses, churches, 
original paintings carved into the rocks, and 
also the original paintings that adorn the 
churches, as well as the underground cities 
that have kilometres of length, anywhere in 
the world.

Cappadocia, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
is a tourism paradise that is known for its 
natural and cultural richness, as well as 
offering exciting sports activities and unique 
experiences.
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TRACES OF HISTORY OF 
CIVILIZATION

The reason for Cappadocia’s cultural wealth is 
that its charm continues uninterrupted over the 
years. Cappadocia, where human traces go back 
to the Chalcolithic Period, has been the scene 
of continuous settlement since the following 
periods. The rock-carved churches, which are the 
most interesting structures in the region, are the 
work of the hermits who chose here as their living 
space for many years, starting from the emergence 
of Christianity. These structures, which amaze 
with their construction style, artistic qualities, 
and decorations, are spread to different parts of 
the region. Although they are carved into rocks, 
more than 500 churches and chapels in which 
architectural details are created with great skill 
and with their magnificent frescoes reflecting the 
artistic styles peculiar to the region.

Although Cappadocia is a large region covering 
more than one province, the most popular part 
of the visitors is Göreme, which is an open-air 
museum. Surrounded by fairy chimneys, displaying 
the harmonious coexistence of nature and culture, 
this settlement is entirely inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List. The history of the churches 
in the region goes back to the first years of 
Christianity and the settlement date much earlier. 
Tokalı, Elmalı, Karanlık, El Nazar, Saklı, Yılanlı and 
Saint Barbara churches, which are among the most 
famous structures of Cappadocia, are also here. 
Religious paintings in these churches have a great 
importance in the history of art.

Göreme, one of the places where the first 
Christians who chose Cappadocia as their 
settlement area lived, also hosted monastic life 
from the 4th century to the 13th century and has 
been the scene of the construction of both monks’ 
cells and many monasteries with its natural 
structure, which is very suitable for those who 
want to live a solitary life.

It is possible to see the most beautiful 
geographical formations that give Cappadocia 
its originality and the views that will be the 
subject of postcards in this place where eating 
hall, warehouse, burial chamber, and residences 
like are also carved into the rocks like churches 
and monasteries. The Kılıçlar Valley, consisting of 
white tuff cliffs, is one of the places where such 
views can be found.
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Ürgüp is another of Cappadocia’s most 
visited settlements with its fairy chimneys, 
rock houses, churches, as well as hotels and 
pensions. Located on a flat land today, the 
settlement was once in the rocky area where 
carved dwellings were built. Some of the old 
houses serve as boutique hotels today. Cave 
hotels offer a unique experience even for 
those who have spent the night in different 
places around the world.

Sinasos, or today known as Mustafapaşa 
settlement of Ürgüp, is famous for its 
historical stone mansions. Some of these 
mansions, which witnessed the history of 
the region and used in movies and TV series, 
serve as boutique hotels. The caravanserai, 
which has impressive stone and wood 
craftsmanship, is from the Ottoman Period.

Avanos, founded on the coast of Kızılırmak, 
is one of the oldest settlements in the 
Cappadocia Region. It is thought that the 
history of pottery, which is still continued in 
the district, goes back to the Hittite Period. 
The reason why this craft continues without 
interruption for such a long time is the clayey 
mud extracted from Kızılırmak and is very 
suitable for making pottery. In one of the 
workshops where traditional benches are 
still used, you can take with you a pottery 
that you can shape with your own hands as a 
Cappadocia souvenir.

Soğanlı Valley is one of the important 
centres of Cappadocia and with a length of 25 
kilometres it hosts around 50 rock churches. 
The most notable of these churches dated 
between the 4th and 11th centuries are 
Kubbeli, Karabaş and Saint Barbara.

Another unique feature of Cappadocia is the 
dovecotes that you can see most intensely in 
Güvercinlik Valley. The fact that Cappadocia 
has been a place where wine grapes have 
been grown for many years and this led to 
the high amount of use of pigeon manure in 
the vineyards. In addition to this contribution 
of pigeons to agriculture, another benefit is 
that they help preserve the frescoes in many 
churches. Because the churches used for this 
purpose were completely closed by leaving 
only a small hole, both the church itself and 
the decorations covering its walls managed 
to get rid of the destruction of nature and 
people.
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BOTH A SANCTUARY AND A 
SHELTER: UNDERGROUND 
CITIES
Cappadocia’s location on important roads and 
its strategic location enabled it to enrich, but 
at the same time, it was subject to frequent 
invasions and plundering. Therefore, 
the people of Cappadocia have created 
underground cities where they can protect 
themselves as a solution in such times. The 
first examples of these living spaces carved 
underground date back to pre-Christianity. 
Some of them are the work of people who 
adopted Christianity in the first years of its 
birth and therefore they were the ones who 
escaped the persecution and oppression 
inflicted on them. It is thought that 
Christians set out from Jerusalem in the 2nd 
century and settled in Derinkuyu region via 
Antakya and Kayseri. These early Christians 
expanded the existing caves by carving soft 
volcanic tuffs and built residences, chapels, 
churches, and monasteries by connecting 
different areas. Christianity was accepted 
as the state religion, that is, after the end 
of the oppression, it was not abandoned, 

everlasting wars brought along the 
continuation of their use.

At first glance, you might think that it is 
exaggeration to call these underground 
settlements as “City”.  However, when you 
see that not only residences but also stables, 
cafeterias, churches, and shops, all those 
which are expected to be present in a city, are 
found in these places, which are kilometres 
long, you will understand that those who 
gave this name are right. Particular attention 
was paid to the construction of food stores, 
wine cellars and water reservoirs, as it is 
required to hide out for too long. Consisting 
of many spaces where the doors are closed 
with large round rocks like millstones 
and connected by tunnels with ventilation 
systems, some of these underground cities 
are open to visitors. Underground city tours 
are also among the most preferred activities 
by Cappadocia visitors.

Some of Cappadocia’s 
underground cities, 
which were formed by 
carving soft tuff layers, 
are kilometres long 
Places such as food 
storages, wine cellars, 
rooms and stables were 
used as shelters during 
wartime.
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FUN AND EXCITEMENT 
TOGETHER

To fully experience the magic of Cappadocia, 
you must take part in one of the colourful 
hot air balloons that cover the sky in the 
early hours of the day. Even though the 
balloon ride is the most popular activity 
in Cappadocia, its unique terrain is also 
very suitable for different sports activities. 
You can take a walk on trekking routes 
accompanied by natural wonders and rich 
cultural texture. You can cross the heart of 
Cappadocia from one end to the other by 
taking part in the Ultra Trail, where hundreds 
of athletes participate every year. In addition, 
you can experience challenging but always 
enjoyable and unforgettable moments 
on different tracks between Nevşehir and 
Aksaray, which have many tracks that are 
popular among mountain bikers due to the 
surface features. Even if you have not had 
experience before, you can start riding after 
a short training. If your aim is to just relax, 
you can spend an unforgettable evening in 
the cave hotels carved into the rocks, which 
are among the most original accommodation 
structures. Moreover, you do not need to limit 
yourself to a certain season. Because being 
one of the most tourist attractions in Turkey, 
Cappadocia takes on a different beauty every 
period of the year.

Watching the 
poetic beauties 
of Cappadocia 
from a bird’s eye 
view and walking 
over the endless 
winding lands and 
fairy chimneys, the 
wonders of nature, is 
a unique experience.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1985
• Ref: 358

• Selection Criteria: (I), (IV)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Sivas

GREAT MOSQUE AND HOSPITAL OF DİVRİĞİ

THE MASTERPIECE WITH 
ENLIVENED STONES
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“The architect engraved the marble so laboriously, embroidered the doors and walls 
with such a chameleon act that the language to express is incompetent, the pen is 
broken”.

Evliya Çelebi
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There is not much information and document about the 200-year history of the Mengujekids, who 
entered Anatolia with the Battle of Malazgirt in 1071, which is considered one of the milestones of 
history and established a principality (beylik). However, the works they created in Divriği, which is 
within the borders of today’s Sivas province, are enough to spread the reputation of both this small 
town and the principality to the whole world. Especially the Great Mosque and Hospital, which are 
inscribed on  the UNESCO World Heritage List, fascinate those who see it with their stone ornaments, 
each of which has symbolic meanings, and unique architectural details.
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DİVRİĞİ: THE AMAZING CITY 
OF THE MENGUJEKID PERIOD

Mengujekids, one of the oldest and longest-
lived Turkish principalities established in 
Anatolia, separated into two branches after 
1142; Divriği Mengujekids, one of these 
branches, followed a peaceful politics and 
succeeded in making a place in history with 
its activities in the field of art. Thanks to its 
location on important trade routes and the 
abundant iron mines in the region, they used 
their wealth in development activities and 
quickly transformed this small settlement 
into a prosperous place. For this reason, it is 
not surprising that geographers who lived in 
the 12th and 13th centuries also count Divriği 
among the most beautiful cities of Anatolia.

Surrounded by mountains and valleys, in 
a secluded and hard-to-reach spot, almost 
all the magnificent structures of Divriği, 
which are still intact today, are from the 
period of the Mengujekids. The outstanding 
ones among these buildings, each of which 
can be named as masterpieces of Turkish 
and Islamic art, are the Grand Mosque and 
Hospital, which are also inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List.

AN ORIGINAL MASTERPIECE 

The ornaments applied on the Great Mosque 
and Hospital, which dominates Divriği, 
represent the pinnacle of stonemasonry 
and are unique in the world. It is considered 
by some architects and art historians as 
the most magnificent architectural work in 
Anatolian lands.

The Great Mosque and Hospital are the most 
famous works that make Divriği known to 
the world and attract visitors from different 
countries every year. As we learn from its 
inscriptions, all the structures that constitute 
a social complex namely the Great Mosque, 
built by Melik Ahmed Shah, the Hospital built 
by his wife Melike Turan Melek, and the tomb 
of both belong to the year of 629 AH, that 
is, 1228/29. The Great Mosque and Hospital, 
which are the pride of not only Divriği but of 
all Turkish-Islamic art, are adjacent to each 
other. The tomb of Ahmed Shah and Turan 
Melek, which is identified with a conical cover 
from the outside, was placed in a room of the 
Hospital. It is one of the earliest complexes 
in Anatolia with this form. The fact that three 
different buildings are brought together in a 
single mass reflects an understanding that 
has few examples.

In Turkey, being the 
first work belonging to 
the Islamic civilization 

inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List, 

the Great Mosque and 
Hospital is the proof 

that how a principality 
with a small place in 

the pages of history can 
have a great artistic 

understanding.
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Apart from these unique features, the main 
fame and originality of the building is the 
stone carvings, which are embroidered like 
lace, loaded with symbolic meanings and are 
a masterpiece. In particular, the decorations 
on the northern door of the Great Mosque 
and the Hospital’s are like nothing on earth. 
You may think that such decorations are also 
found in Islamic art and especially on the 
portals built in the Seljuk Period. However, the 
most important feature of the ones in Divriği 
is that they are made in three dimensions in a 
way close to the sculpture. In addition, none of 
the thousands of motifs estimated to be made 
by different masters to symbolize the unity 
of God repeat each other. The decorations 
are also unique in that they have symbolic 
meanings that make up the synthesis of Islam 
and Central Asian beliefs.

The names of the most famous masters and 
artists of the period who came together to 
create this work, which deserves hours of 
examination in every detail, are engraved in 
inscriptions in different parts of the building.

For example, we can learn from the 
inscriptions that Ahlatlı Hürrem Şah was the 
architect of the building, the minbar is the 
work of Ahmet Usta from Tbilisi, and another 

One of the 
interesting features 
of the West Gate 
is the shadow that 
appears at a certain 
time of the day, 
between May 15 
and September 15, 
resembling a human 
silhouette.

Ahmet Usta built the sultan’s door in the east. 
This immortalization of their names can in a 
way be considered a sign of gratitude to their 
creation of such a masterpiece.

The fact that the names of these great 
masters, whose talents are inquestionable, 
are not found elsewhere is another of the 
peculiarities of the building.
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The Great Mosque and Hospital were 
damaged in the great earthquake that 
took place in 1509 and some parts were 
destroyed. However, the original designs on 
the North Gate of the Mosque and the portal 
of the Hospital have reached today.

The decorations that impress visitors most 
are also in these parts. The two abstract tree 
of life motifs on the 14-meter North Gate of 
the mosque are thought to be a symbolic 

expression of the gate of heaven. At the same 
time, the symbolic arrangements of sun and 
palmette motifs create a synthesis of Turkish 
beliefs from Central Asia and Islam. The West 
Gate, which has double-headed eagle and 
hawk figures, has more modest decorations 
compared to the North Gate.

The East Gate was built in the classical Seljuk 
style. As admirable as the North Gate, the 
Hospital Gate is adorned with decorations 

The ebony minbar, which 
was made by Ahmet 

from Tbilisi according 
to the inscription on 

it, is a masterpiece 
delicately elaborated 

and completed in twelve 
years.

where different styles come together and, in 
this respect, present a summary of the social 
and political structure of the period. The 
most striking of them are the human heads 
on both sides of the portal. It is thought that 
one of them is a woman and the other is 
a man and they represent the sun and the 
moon, pointing out that everyone can enter 
Hospital without discrimination. The reason 
why it is one of the few examples of figures 
in Islamic architecture can be found in the 
artistic conceptions of this period that are 
open to different influences.

The first reason why the Great Mosque and 
Hospital are considered among the most 
important architectural works of the world is 
the unique design and the symbolic meaning 
each of them carries. However, apart from 
the stone carvings, it has many details 
that deserve to be examined elaborately. 
For example, the oldest sultan’s court in 
Anatolia that has survived to the present 
day in its original form is here. Each of the 
three-dimensional decorations of the mihrab 
has symbolic meanings. The minbar, which 
took years to build, is a rare example of the 
woodwork of the period. The inscriptions 
with artistic touches in each letter are other 
details that make you feel the originality 
of the social complex. Another important 
thing is that some additions were made by 
Mimar Sinan on the orders of Suleiman the 
Magnificent. In other words, it is unique in 
that it is a place where two famous architects 
of two different periods come together.
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OPEN AIR MUSEUM

Divriği is a place famous for the Great Mosque 
and Hospital. However, it would be unfair to 
limit this charming town, which is almost 
an open-air museum, to only this work. 
Divriği, where it is possible to meet a trace 
reflecting its historical glory in each corner, 
but it is impossible to see all its beauties in 
one day, maintains its form of Mengujekid 
Period in its outline. In this respect, it is one 
of the rare examples of the understanding 
of urbanism belonging to the 12th and 13th 
century’s Anatolian Turkish settlements. 
The neighbourhoods formed by the houses 
that conceal clues about traditional civil 
architecture, bazaar and bedestens, baths, 
bridges, tombs, and its castle, which have 
hosted both the people of the district and 

the traders and travellers from abroad for 
hundreds of years, continue to keep the 
traces of a forgotten glory.

Although the history of the oldest houses 
goes back 200 years, it is accepted that 
they are structures that keep a much older 
tradition alive with their architectural 
features. It can be seen that traditional 
practices are reflected in these houses, which 
have hundreds of examples. The woodwork 
and other details that have been preserved 
for years are worthy of a place like Divriği.

One of Divriği’s landmarks is the Castle. The 
construction of it, which was started in 1230 
by Ahmed Shah, who also built the Grand 
Mosque, was completed in 1252 by his son 
Melik Salih. Although there are many castles 
in Anatolia with traces of the Turkish Period, 
it is important because it is one of the few 
examples that are completely Turkish from 
the foundation to the bastion. The most 
visited section is the part where there is a 
lion statue facing towards the settlement, 
therefore called the bastion with lion and 
thought to be used as a viewing tower. The 
Castle Mosque, one of the structures in the 
castle, was built in 1180 by Emir İshak, the 
son of Süleyman Şah. Besides being one of 
the oldest Turkish artifacts in Anatolia, one 
of its interesting aspects is its location at 
the edge of the cliff. It is considered to be 
a unique building with its epigraphs, stone 
embroidery on its arches and plan.

The Bedesten in the centre of Divriği, 
Burmahan Caravanserai in Çaltı village and 
Mircinge Han in Handere village point to the 
important position of Divriği on trade routes.

Divriği is a place where kümbet, in other 
words, tomb structures can also be seen. 
Emir Seyfeddin Şehinşah and his wife were 
buried in the Sitti Melik Kümbet dated 1196. 
Another kümbet of the same date houses the 
tomb of Hacib Kamerüddin, which belongs 
to Kamerüddin, who is responsible for the 
treasure. The Ahi Yusuf Kümbet and the 
Kemankeş Nureddin Salih Kümbet are also 
from the Mengujekid Period. Naib Kümbet, 
on the other hand, belongs to the Mamluk 
period, which ruled here in the 14th century.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1986
• Ref: 377

• Selection Criteria: (I), (II), (III), (IV)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Çorum

HATTUSHA: THE HITTITE CAPITAL

THE FIRST CAPITAL OF 
ANATOLIA
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One of the greatest sources of pride of 
Anatolia, which make up a large part of 
Turkey’s territory, is the fact that it has hosted 
dozens of civilizations which steered the 
history of mankind.   The Hittites are the first 
organized state established in these ancient 
lands where people have lived for 1.2 million 
years. Hattusha, which served as the capital 

of the Hittites, which is an open-air museum, 
is a candidate to offer a unique experience 
to its visitors with the finds unearthed during 
excavations, the monuments that have been 
raised with restoration works and many ruins 
that conceal clues about the Hittites.
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Even for those who know how difficult it 
is to be inscribed on the UNESCO lists, it 
should not come as a surprise that Hattusha 
is on two separate lists. First of all, the 
Hittites, which we can call the superpower 
of the period and who made this place their 
capital, is a civilization that used the first 
constitution, undersigned the first written 
peace treaty, attached great importance 
to women’s rights and succeeded in taking 
a place in world history with its developed 
justice systems. Although it is possible to see 
the Hittite traces in the central, southern, and 
south-eastern parts of Anatolia, and northern 
Syria, the most comprehensive information 
about this civilization, which disappeared 
thousands of years ago, is Hattusa, which is 
no doubt a magnificent settlement. 

One of the primary reasons for being 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List is that it is the most important place that 
gives clues about different aspects of the 
Hittites such as art, religion, and social life. 
The contribution of the cuneiform tablets 
found here to the history of civilization has 
brought them enlistment on the UNESCO 
Memory of the World List.

Hattusha was inscribed 
on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 1986. 
The cuneiform tablet 
archives, the oldest known 
representative of the 
Indo-European language, 
were registered on the 
UNESCO Memory of the 
World list in 2001. In 
this respect, it is the only 
place that has managed to 
be inscribed on both lists 
of UNESCO.
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RISE, FALL AND DISCOVERY

Hattusha becomes the capital of the 
Hittite State with “Hattusili” who 
ascended to the throne around 1650 BC.

Although the history of human traces 
goes back even further, the importance 
of the city reaches its peak as a result of 
this development and for the following 
years, magnificent palaces and temples 
are built. When the Hittites disappeared 
in 1190 BC due to epidemics, famine, 
economic troubles, and internal turmoil 
(another view that the city was invaded 
by an enemy attack and then burned 
down), Hattusha loses its importance. 
Although it came under the domination 
of different civilizations in the following 
years, it never gained the importance and 
glory of the Hittite Empire when it was 
the capital city. In the 8th century BC, it 
was dominated by the Phrygians, then 
by the Roman, Byzantine, Seljuk, and 
Ottoman. However, it continued to exist 
as an ordinary settlement in all these 
periods.
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The 71-meter-
long tunnel 
under the 
Sphinx Gate is 
still intact and 
usable today.

The story of the rediscovery of Hattusa, 
which was left to be forgotten for many 
years, although it is certainly a city worthy of 
the capital of a state, which is considered to 
be the greatest military and political power 
of the period and the tough rival of the 
powerful pharaohs in Egypt, coincides with 
the mid-19th century. This discovery made 
by the architect and explorer Texier in 1834, 
who travelled to every corner of Anatolia, 
made a big impact. At the same time, he 
achieves making not only Hattusha but also 
Hittites, which is also forgotten like this 
glorious city of the times, a focus of interest. 
The first excavations were carried out at the 
end of the 19th century.

The ongoing excavations in Hattusa, which is 
located within the boundaries of Boğazkale 

district, approximately 80 kilometres 
southwest of Çorum province, reveal more 
and more mysteries of the city every day. 
Most of the ruins that have survived to the 
present day from this city, which spreads 
over an area of 180 hectares and where 50 
thousand people lived 5 thousand years 
ago, are dated to the 13th century BC. That 
it has been destroyed multiple times due 
to fires and wars in different periods and 
then revived, and that it has an inner castle 
in a position that is in full control of its 
surroundings except for the thick city walls 
reaching 6 kilometres in length are some 
of the information revealed as a result of 
the excavations.  Archaeologists divide 
the settlement into the Upper City, where 
many temples are located, and the Lower 
City, where city officials and administrative 

buildings are located. An example of the 
walls that once surrounded the entire city, 
which has been reconstructed in accordance 
with the original, greets the visitors on the 
outskirts of the city. Apart from the palace, 
which has been the centre of the state 
administration for many years, there are 
also ruins of temples and houses, granaries 
and inscriptions engraved on stone, but the 
remains that attract the attention of visitors 
the most are the doors. Two of the existing 
nine city gates are named after animal and 
human figures placed on either side of the 
entrance and believed to have been built to 
keep the city away from evil. The Lion’s Gate 
is named after the lion sculptures on its outer 
surface. The source of the name King Gate 
is a god figure found inside the door and 
holding a weapon.
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MUSEUMS HOSTING HITTITE 
RELICS

Artefacts of Hittite Civilizations are scattered 
to diverse museums of Turkey. We have said 
that Hattusha was inscribed on the UNESCO 
Memory of the World List with its cuneiform 
tablet archive. This archive consisting of 
thousands of tablets found in İstanbul 
Archaeology, Ankara Anatolian Civilizations, 
Çorum and Boğazköy museums; helps to 
shed light on a lesser-known period of human 
history by providing information on many 
issues such as the laws, treaties, beliefs, social 
and commercial life of the period besides the 
history of Hittites. The most important tablet 
found in the excavations in Hattusa is Kadesh, 
which is accepted as the “Oldest International 
Peace Treaty of the World.”

Since this tablet documenting the peace 
between Ramses is considered the foundation 
of modern diplomacy, a copy is located in the 
United Nations Building in New York. Ankara 
Anatolian Civilizations Museum also hosts the 
popular artefacts of this civilization. Some 
of the artifacts discovered in Hattusa are 
exhibited in the Boğazköy Museum. Be sure 
to visit the Museum to see the magnificent 
sphinx sculptures that gave their name to the 
Sphinx Gate and returned home a while ago.

MORE THAN HISTORY

Hattusha is on one of the important trails 
of the Hittite Way which is one of the most 
beautiful roads in Turkey. If you love history 
and if you are also in love with nature and 
enjoy walking, take a short trip on at least 
one of the 17 trails of this 385-kilometer 
road that passes through many settlements 
and monuments belonging to the Hittites. 
Some parts of the route are also suitable for 
cycling.
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PEOPLE OF A THOUSAND 
GODS

The Hittites used to call themselves 
“People of a Thousand Gods”. It is possible 
to find the reason for this in the political 
understanding of the period. Because the 
Hittites ruled over a wide geography in 
these years, peoples of different origins 
lived under their rule. While many cultural 
elements belonging to these societies 
were adopted and melted in a single 
pot, the gods of different beliefs were 
not ignored and united in an official 
pantheon. Thus, it was tried to be ensured 
that various people that came under the 
Hittite rule live together under a central 
power.

31 temples discovered so far in Hattusa 
prove the richness of the Hittites’ religious 
systems. Proof that the settlement is not 
only an administrative but also a religious 
centre. Most of the temples are in the 
Upper City section and in the part called 
the “Temple Quarter” because of their 
number. The largest temple, which is 
called the “Great Temple”; thought to be 
dedicated to the Storm God and the Sun 
Goddess, is in the middle of the living 
environment in the Lower Town.

Yazılıkaya, which was used as an open-
air temple, is about 2 kilometres from 
Hattusha. This sanctuary, known to be 
the scene of fertility festivals in spring, 
consists of two chambers surrounded 
by rocks. The Hittite god and goddess 
figures carved into the rocks give clues 
about the belief system of this powerful 
civilization of the time. Except for the rock 
chambers, it is thought that the temples, 
whose foundations can only be seen 
today, were once very magnificent, granite 
columns were lined in front of them, they 
were decorated with precious stones and 
metals, and there were large sculptures of 
Hittite gods and kings inside them.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1987
• Ref: 448

• Selection Criteria: (I), (III), (IV)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Adıyaman

MOUNT NEMRUT

THE THRONE OF 
THE GODS
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On the 2206-meter summit of Mount Nemrut 
near the town of Adıyaman Kâhta, there 
is an enormous Tumulus thought to be the 
tomb of the King of Commagene Antiochos 
I. Firstly, a height of 150 meters in diameter 
and 50 meters in height was created using 
crushed stones for this Tumulus which is 
obvious that its construction requires a 
superhuman effort. The limestone blocks, 
which constitute the main material of the 
10-meter sculptures, have been moved here 
from the valley, which is kilometres away.

Captivating its visitors at first sight, the 
Tumulus conceals clues about a civilization 
left in the dusty pages of history. Despite the 
estimation that the grave of Antiochos I is 
located in the tumulus and the excavations 
and research that have been going on for 
more than a hundred years, reaching a 
conclusion or even finding out if at least one 
burial chamber existed could not be possible. 
We will certainly be able to learn more about 
the Commagene Kingdom and Antiochus I in 
case such findings are discovered.

When you climb to the summit of Mount 
Nemrut, it can be better understood why 
Antiochos defined this place as “The Nearest 
Place to the Throne of the Gods”. The mountain 
is the highest point in the Commagene 
Kingdom. At the same time, it dominates the 
entire region and has a magnificent view. 
For this reason, many visitors who visit this 
place every year witness the most beautiful 
moments of sunrise and sunset.
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COMBINING EASTERN - 
WESTERN CIVILIZATIONS: 
THE HERITAGE OF THE 
COMMAGENE KINGDOM

The Commagene kings believed they were 
related to both the Persian ruler Darius and 
the Macedonian King Alexander the Great. 
King Antiochos also wrote on the inscriptions 
that their roots were both Eastern and 
Western civilizations and placed them on the 
summit of Nemrut. He reached the dream 
of Alexander the Great, whom he saw as his 
ancestor, to unite East and West by bringing 
together culture and belief systems. The best 

reflection of this situation is that the giant 
god statues are a mixture of eastern and 
western mythologies.

For example, by combining Zeus in Greek 
Mythology and Ahuramazda in Persian 
Mythology, Zeus Oromasdes was formed and 
by combining Herakles and Verathragna, a new 
identity was created in the form of Herakles 
Artagnes. The artistic forms of the sculptures 
are also a mixture of Eastern and Western arts.

The claim that the Commagene kings had 
kinship ties with both civilizations can be 
considered a political approach since the 
lands they dominated were among the two 
great powers of the period, the Roman and 
Persian empires. The Commagene kings 
have followed a sensitive policy towards 
both empires throughout their history and 
managed to establish good relations by using 
kinship ties.

The most detailed 
information about 

the cultural structure, 
understanding of 

art and religion 
of the Kingdom of 

Commagene, which 
continued its existence 

as an independent 
state between 163 
BC and 72 AD, was 

obtained here.
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GODS ON THE THRONE

Unlike its counterparts in other parts of 
Anatolia, the Tumulus, which was created with 
stones instead of soil, has terraces decorated 
with sculptures on the east, west and north 
sides. From these terraces, which are thought 
to have been built for the ceremonies held in 
the name of Antiochus I, statues of God were 
placed side by side on their thrones in the 
east and west. The reason why the heads of 
the statues broke off and fell to the ground 
was the fragmentation of the stones due to 
the high temperature difference between day 
and night in addition to earthquakes. Still, the 
order of the sculptures, which do not lose 
anything from their impressions, is the same 
on both terraces. King Antiochos I placed his 
statue in the first row starting from the left. 
Next comes Commagene Tyche, the Mother 
Goddess of the kingdom. Zeus Oromasdes is in 
the middle. Then the statues of Apollo Mithras 
and Herakles Artagnes are lined up. The eagle 
and lion sculptures on the head and end parts 
of the statues are a symbolic statement that 
the Kingdom of Commagene dominated both 
the sky and the ground. The inscription on the 
back of the thrones is the testament of King 
Antiochos. It is also the most important source 
of information about himself and his kingdom. 
The Lion Horoscope, located on the western 

terrace, is considered the oldest horoscope 
ever discovered.

One of the ideas for its astronomical dating 
is that it indicates the date of Antiochos I’s 
ascension to the throne, 7 July 62 BC. The 
reliefs depicting Antiochos I with the gods are 
also on this terrace.

The unfinished steles and pedestals on the 
north terrace, which was used as a ceremonial 
route connecting the western and eastern 
terraces, give clues about how other sculptures 
were produced. In addition, this section is the 
reason why some researchers claim that the 
monument was left unfinished due to the 
death of Antiochos I.

CONTAINING SECRETS NOT 
REVEALED YET

The first excavations on Mount Nemrut, 
which aroused great excitement with its 
discovery in the mid-1800s, started in 
1882. Works on Mount Nemrut, where 
the famous Turkish archaeologist Osman 
Hamdi Bey worked for a while, continues 
in the following years. However, despite 
years of research, Nemrut still contains 
many mysteries. One of the unanswered 
questions is how the stones weighing 
tons used in the construction of the 
sculptures can be raised to such a height 
in a place where climatic conditions 
are brutal and even walking is difficult. 
Although many researchers agree that it 
is a burial monument, it is not yet known 
whether there is a burial chamber in the 
monument. If we accept the view that 
Nemrut was built to create a similarity to 
Olympus where the gods lived in Greek 
mythology, we can say that Antiochos I, 
who included his statue among the gods, 
wanted to deify himself or make this 
place a religious centre for the people of 
the region.
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These sculptures, 
which once reached 10 
meters in height, were 
created by sculpting 
the limestone blocks 
on the mountain that 
they were transported.
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
SUNRISE AND SUNSET IS 
WATCHED HERE

Nemrut is a place that history buffs enjoy 
visiting. Besides, watching the sunrise 
and sunset from the summit is one of the 
indispensable rituals of its visitors. You can 
also witness this unique view with the god 
statues that have been watching the sunrise 
and sunset for 2 thousand years.
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FOR MORE

There are other traces of the Commagene 
Kingdom around Mount Nemrut. One of 
these is the 20-meter-high Karakuş Tumulus, 
which is another of the sacred areas of 
Commagene. The Tumulus, which takes its 
name from the eagle statue on a column, is 
a mausoleum built by Mithridates II. for his 
mother Isias. Later, the graves of other royal 
family members were also placed here. Apart 
from the eagle figure that gave its name 
to the tumulus, columns with lion and bull 
figures can also be seen. The relief with the 
scene of a handshake between Mithridates II. 
and sister Laodike should not be overlooked 
either. Located close by, Arsemeia was once 
the summer capital of the Commagene kings 
and was home to their palaces. Here, there 
is a relief with the scene of a handshake 
between Antiochos I and Heracles as well as 
a building that is thought to be the tomb of 
his father Mithridates I.

Perre, one of the five largest cities of the 
kingdom, was also inhabited during the 
Roman Period. It is worth seeing with the 
variety of historical remains, especially 
necropolis areas and floor mosaics.

Another important monument that Nemrut 
visitors want to see is the Cendere Bridge 
from the Roman Period. Built by Septimius 
Severus, this bridge was built by putting 
huge stones together without using mortar. 
It is also one of the oldest bridges that have 
survived to the present day. The current 
form of Yeni Kale, which is in the village 
of Kocahisar is a structure dating back to 
the Hittite Period, has remained from the 
Mamluks and has been used by different 
civilizations for hundreds of years.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1988
• Ref: 484

• Selection Criteria: (II), (III)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Antalya

XANTHOS-LETOON

THE TRACES OF THE 
LYCIAN CIVILIZATION
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The reason why Xanthos and Letoon are 
inscribed together on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List, which are separate settlements 
although they are located close to each 
other and are still within different provincial 
borders, are that they have common aspects 
and connections. Xanthos, the administrative 
centre of Lycia, and Letoon, its religious 
centre, both have ruins that provide valuable 
information about the Lycians, who are 
among the peoples of Anatolia. They house 

the most beautiful examples of Lycian art, 
especially the tomb monuments. They host 
the longest and most important inscriptions 
belonging to the Lycian language, which 
also affect the Indo-European languages. In 
short, both settlements have deep ties with 
the Lycian Civilization, and they shed light on 
this civilization, which we do not have much 
information and documents as a whole.
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Located in the southwest 
of Turkey’s land, 
approximately at the 
intersection of Muğla 
and Antalya province, 
the region known as the 
Teke Peninsula today is 
historically called Lycia.

The Lycians, who can be 
described as the most 
free-spirited people 
in history, lived in this 
region, which was called 
“Lukka”, that is “the Land 
of Light” by the Hittites, 
consisting of rocky lands 
and dense forests.
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THE FREE-SPIRITED 
PEOPLE: LYCIANS

The Lycians, who became rich by dealing 
with sea trade and occasionally engaged 
in piracy activities, are considered as 
the most original culture of Anatolia 
due to their differentiation from other 
civilizations in the history scene. Lycians, 
who have a unique understanding of 
art and use a language that is still not 
fully deciphered yet today, formed the 
“Lycian Union” with the gathering of 23 
cities in the region in the 2nd century 
BC. The cities that are members of this 
union, which is accepted as the first 
democratic formation in history; had the 
right to vote in proportion to their size, 
population, and economic power.

Xanthos and Letoon, which gave clues 
about the languages, arts, beliefs, 
and political lives of the Lycians who 
lived in the same lands until they 
disappeared from the stage of history, 
are settlements which must be visited 
by those interested in knowing Lycian 
culture through the remains and stories 
in these cities.
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In the Lycian 
culture, tombs 
were so important 
that laws were 
passed for their 
protection, and 
even a state 
institution called 
“minti” was 
established.

XANTHOS: THE CITY OF 
INDOMITABLE ONES 

Lycians were very fond of their freedom as 
well as having warlike and tough characters. 
It is necessary to give Xanthos the first 
place among the cities where the spirits of 
freedom found their reflection. We learn 
from Herodotus, who is called the “Father 
of History”, about the legendary resistance 
of the people, who preferred to die rather 
than be captured. While talking about the 
love of freedom of the people of Xanthos, 
Herodotus writes that they did not surrender 
to the Persians who were far superior to 
them, killed all of their women and children 
so that they would not be captured, burned 
their cities with everything they had in order 
not to leave any booty to the enemy, and died 
by fighting until the last members. Xanthos, 
who was invaded in the following years, was 
occupied by the Romans for the last time and 
his people, who refused to surrender to the 
Romans under Brutus, committed suicide.

Homer’s statement that the commander 
in charge of the Lycians who participated 
in the Trojan War was from Xanthos, is a 
proof of how old the history of the city goes. 
Although it has suffered many disasters such 
as fire and invasion throughout its history, 
the most important ruins that have survived 
to this day are tombs in the city, which still 
maintains its impression. 
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The name of the 
settlement, which is 
mentioned as Arnna 

in the inscriptions 
written in the Lycian 

language, was changed 
into Xanthos, which 

means “yellow”, in the 
Hellenistic Period.

These tombs, which are works where the 
originality of Lycian art is felt best, is a proof 
of the respect shown to death and the dead.

The monumental pillar tombs, 15 examples 
of which are present today, can only be 
seen in Xanthos. The most famous of them 
is the “Inscribed Pillar”, which is 4 meters 
high and contains the longest inscription in 
the Lycian language. Some of these tombs, 
which create stunning views in Xanthos, 
were built similar to the wooden houses 
or temples where the Lycian people lived. 
The reliefs and inscriptions you can see on 
some of them show who the tomb owner 
is. At the same time, they influenced other 
civilizations in the following years with their 
artistic qualities. For example, it is accepted 
that the Halicarnassus Mausoleum, which is 
one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world, 
was built by being influenced by the famous 
Nereid Monument of Xanthos. Unfortunately, 
the Nereid Monument, dated around 380 BC, 
is no longer here. In 1840, Xanthos was taken 
abroad with works such as the Harpy Tomb, 
Tomb of Payava and Lion Pillar, which are the 
evidence that the most beautiful examples 
of Lycian art were produced. Today they are 
exhibited in the Lycian Artifacts Section in 
the British Museum.

Despite losing such important monuments, 
Xanthos still continues to fascinate its visitors. 
Xanthos, the capital of the Lycian Union for 
a time and the largest administrative centre 
of Lycia, was also inhabited during the 
Roman and Byzantine periods. Therefore, it 
is possible to encounter the remains of these 
years. The agora, theatre and the arched 
monumental entrance door decorated with 
busts of Apollo, Artemis and Leto built by the 
Emperor Vespasian of the Roman Period are 
remarkable. The walls are mostly from the 
5th century BC. The water network, which is 
scattered all over the city, is the product of 
an architectural genius, so much so that even 
though it has been thousands of years since 
its construction, it still continues to be used 
for irrigation purposes. Among the ruins of 
the Byzantine Period, during which it was the 
episcopal centre, there are many churches.
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LETOON: THE SACRED 
CENTRE OF LYCIA

Considered to be the place where the rulers 
announced their religious and political 
decisions to the public in the Lycian Period, 
Letoon was the sacred area of Lycia. Therefore, 
naturally, the most important ruins are temples. 
The most important and largest of these 
temples, which mirror the beliefs of the past, 
belong to Leto, who also gave the settlement 
its name. The Leto Temple, which was restored 
between 2000 and 2007 using the pieces found 
in excavations since the 1950s, continues to 
impress visitors today. Also, the ruins of temples 
built to honour Apollo and Artemis, who are 
believed to be Leto’s twin children, are here. 
The Temple of Apollo, one of the structures that 
can be seen side by side, is remarkable because 
of its construction similar to the Lycian houses 
familiar from the tombs and its foundations 
showing that the first phase was wooden. 
The Temple of Artemis is the smallest of the 
three temples. The reason for the flooding of 
the lower parts is that the water level in the 
settlement has increased day by day since 
ancient times.

Letoon, which was inhabited during the Roman 
and Byzantine periods like Xanthos, has a 
theatre from the Hellenistic Period and a stoa 
from the Roman Period. The basilical church 
from the Byzantine Period and belonging to the 
Early Christian Period shows that the settlement 
was also religious centre in these years. The 
Nymphaeum, namely the monumental fountain 
associated with a sacred spring, dates to the 
2nd century AD.

The reason for the absence of any remains dated 
after the 8th century is that the settlement was 
abandoned due to the Arab raids that started 
at that time.

The importance of Letoon in terms of Lycian 
history is that the many inscriptions found 
here provide us with information about Lycian 
beliefs and political life. The most famous of 
these inscriptions is the tri-lingual inscription, 
dated to 358 BC, written in Greek and Aramaic 
besides the Lycian language. You can see this 
inscription, which contains a decree of the 
Lycian Satrap Pixodaros and opened the way 
to shed light on the history of Lycia by helping 
to decipher the Lycian language, in Fethiye 
Museum today.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1988
• Ref: 485

• Selection Criteria: (III), (IV), (VII)
• Category: Natural/Cultural

• Province: Denizli

HIERAPOLIS-PAMUKKALE

HISTORY IN THE 
NATURAL WONDER
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In Pamukkale district of Denizli province, 
there is a natural wonder that may be thought 
to be unreal at first sight. The source of 
this miraculous image, which resembles a 
petrified waterfall with its white appearance 
and consists of steps reaching 6 meters high 
and a series of pools in terraces, is the waters 
containing calcium carbonate. The whiteness 
formed by the sediments generated due to the 
contact of the water from the Gelinhamamı, 

İnciraltı and Jandarma Pool springs with the air 
is the result of a process of thousands of years.

Attracting nearly 3 million visitors every 
year with its appearance, which resembles 
a surrealist work by a sculptor, a couple of 
instances of this formation called “travertine” 
exists. However, one as magnificent as 
Pamukkale is not available anywhere in the 
world.

Moreover, visitors have the chance to see the 
monuments remaining from a 2700-year-old 
historical settlement, as well as enjoying this 
miracle of nature. The fact that it is on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List with its natural 
and cultural value is proof that it has managed 
to find itself in the international platform in 
both aspects.
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BOTH IMPRESSIVE AND 
ELEGANT

The thermal waters, which make up 
travertines and enable the establishment of a 
large city beside it due to its healing aspects, 
have brought wealth to the people of the 
region throughout history. We learn from 
ancient geographers such as Strabo, Pliny the 
Elder, and Vitruvius that it was once used for 
dyeing sheep’s wool, apart from being visited 
for treatment purposes. The property of the 
water ensures the permanence of the dye 
applied to the wool. Thanks to the quality of 
these wools, it is known that Hierapolis has 
become an important textile centre since the 
2nd century BC.

Just watching the travertines, which are the 
production of thermal waters that shaped 
the fate of Hierapolis, is a great pleasure. 
The fact that some parts of it can be entered 
in increases its attractiveness. However, since 
they are extremely sensitive, the allowable 
parts are limited. Pamukkale Antique Pool is 
one of the sections where you can have the 
chance to swim among the columns of the 
ancient city. According to the researchers, 
this pool was formed by the effect of an 
earthquake that took place in the 7th 
century AD. The columns seen in the water 
also belong to the agora that collapsed in 
this earthquake.

Pamukkale has a magnificent view at all 
hours of the day. However, if you visit during 
sunrise or sunset, you can have a more 
enjoyable view where the travertines take 
on different colours.
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THE CITY BORN OUT OF 
HEALING WATERS

Although Pamukkale is generally known 
for its travertines, an ancient city hidden 
behind travertines takes its visitors on 
a time journey with its monuments and 
stories. The reason for the establishment 
of a city here is the belief that the waters 
that form the travertines are healing 
since ancient times. The city, which was 
under the rule of the Seleucid Dynasty 
in the 3rd century BC, prospered and 
flourished after the Battle of Magnesia, 
which was won by Eumenes II. in 190 BC. 
Hierapolis, meaning the holy city, takes 
its name from the Ploutonion, which is 
believed to provide the transition to the 
underworld.

The growth and development of the city 
takes place during the Roman Period. 
In 133 BC, the Kingdom of Pergamon 
came under Roman rule and began to 
experience its heyday. In this period when 
it became a health centre, patients from 
different parts of Anatolia come here to 
find healing. Since the thermal springs 
and baths were used as a social gathering 
and entertainment centre in the Roman 
period, rich people flock to Hierapolis 
in order to have fun as well as patients. 
Some of them come here temporarily, 
while others settle in the city. In this 
way, Hierapolis, which is getting richer 
and developing, turns into a big city. It is 
known that thousands of people visited 
Hierapolis and its surrounding baths and 
thermal pools in those years.
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After the great earthquake that took place 
in 60 AD, Hierapolis completely transformed 
and assumed the identity of a Roman city in 
the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD., when it was 
the most developed and prosperous years. 
Most of the ruins seen in the ancient city 
today are from these dates. The theatre, 
which is also the most magnificent structure 
of the city, takes the first place among the 
Roman buildings. The 12 thousand-seat 
theatre, whose construction was completed 
with the help of the Roman Emperor 
Septimius Severus, was completely restored 
with the restoration works finished recently.

In the stage section, besides the reliefs of 
Septimius Severus, there are mythological 
scenes such as the birth of Apollo and 
Artemis, and Hades abducting Persephone 
into the underworld. In this respect, it is 
a unique example of Roman theatres in 
Anatolia. Among the buildings from the 
Roman Period, there are baths in proportion 
to the city’s reputation in this period. The 
largest of these baths is now home to a part 
of the Hierapolis Museum.

Although the temples dedicated to Leto, 
Artemis, and Apollo in Hierapolis, which 
was accepted as a sacred settlement during 
the Roman and Byzantine periods, were 
destroyed, their ruins can still be seen 
today. One of them is the Temple of Apollo, 
dated to the 3rd century AD. The temple 
was established near the area where the 
cave called Ploutonion is located. Religious 
ceremonies were held in the cave, which was 
once believed to be the Gate of Hell. The 
death of the animals entering the cave due 
to the leaking carbon monoxide gases led 
to such a belief. Plouton, the source of the 
name, is one of the names of Hades, believed 
to be the god of the underworld.

The largest necropolis, namely the cemetery 
of the region is in Hierapolis. Some of the 
graves belong to patients who came here for 
treatment but died. Nymphaeum, namely the 
monumental fountains, baths, agora are also 
from the Roman Period.
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Hierapolis is called the 
“Holy City because it 

hosts many temples. 
Naturally, most of the 
ruins in such a place, 

which was considered 
sacred before a 
settlement was 

established and had 
a cult area, belong to 

temples. 
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THE PILGRIMAGE CENTRE 
OF THE BYZANTINE PERIOD

Hierapolis is considered as a holy city and 
centre of faith as well as a healing centre 
throughout its history. The city, which 
was a cult centre in its early periods and 
continued to be a sacred settlement with 
the construction of temples in the Roman 
Period, did not lose this feature in the 
Byzantine Period. It became a pilgrimage 
centre due to the murder of Philip the 
Apostle, one of the apostles of Christ, 
here and from the 4th century onwards it 
became the episcopal centre. In the name 
of Philip the Apostle, a Martyrium, that is, 
a mausoleum, dated to the 5th century 
was built.

The fact that it was given the title of 
metropolis during the Byzantine Period is 
a proof of the importance of Hierapolis in 
these years. From the existing ruins and 
historical records, it is understood that it 
was a crowded and prosperous settlement 
until the 7th century. After these years, it 
starts to lose its glory. The city, which was 
demolished to a great extent due to an 
earthquake during this period and later 
turned into a town and later a village, 
could not regain its former glory.

Among the works dated to the Byzantine 
Period in Hierapolis, Philip the Apostle 
Martyrion, which attracts attention with 
its interesting architecture, and the 
church where his tomb is located occupies 
the first place. The cathedral, which has 
baptismal font and bishop ritual spaces, 
is dated to the 6th century. The Direkli 
Church, a work of the 7th century, is 
another Byzantine structure. Many small 
churches scattered around the city are 
proof that Hierapolis was an important 
religious centre in the Byzantine Period.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1994
• Ref: 614

• Selection Criteria: (II), (IV), (V)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Karabük

SAFRANBOLU 

JOURNEY TO THE 
OTTOMAN PERIOD
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Safranbolu, which has managed to survive 
without deteriorating its historical texture, 
is one of the few settlements in the world, 
which is declared as a protected area. With 
its houses, street texture and monuments, it 
is an Ottoman settlement and is included on 
the “20 Best Preserved Cities” list. During the 
Ottoman Period, Safranbolu, enriched thanks 
to its key role on the caravan route connecting 
Central Anatolia and the Black Sea, as well as 

saffron trade, animal husbandry and leather 
production activities, witnessed extensive 
public improvements thanks to the great 
prosperity achieved by its people. Although 
its history dates to the Roman Period, this is 
the main reason why all the traces it has are 
of the Ottoman Period.

The caravan road, which enriched and shaped 
Safranbolu, lost its function after the 19th 

century when railways came into use. You 
may think this situation is unfortunate at first 
glance. However, the fact that preventing 
loss of its aged identity under the influence 
of modernism by growing more and more 
is the result of this development. Today, it is 
an open-air museum that takes its visitors to 
hundreds of years ago, with historical artifacts, 
especially examples of civil architecture, and 
the whole settlement texture.
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PRESERVED HISTORICAL 
TEXTURE

As in all classical Ottoman cities, trade and 
living areas are separated in Safranbolu. Even 
today, it is possible to divide the settlement 
into three parts as it used to be: Bazaar, 
Kıranköy and Bağlar… The centre of Çukur, 
located in the region between the two rivers 
passing through Safranbolu, is the Çarşı 
surrounded by houses and shops. Non-Muslims 
once lived in Kıranköy. The houses in Kıranköy, 
which are likened to their contemporaries in 
European cities in the sense that the shops 
of the tradesmen and craftsmen are located 
on the lower floors of the houses they live 
in, are built of stone unlike the houses in the 
Muslim quarter. This situation is explained by 
the loyalty of every segment of the people to 
their own traditions. Built on the slopes in the 
northwest of the settlement, Bağlar, consisting 
of houses in large gardens, was the place 
where the people spent the summer months.

Although it is recorded in historical sources 
that it was settled in the Late Roman and 
Early Byzantine periods, Safranbolu is a place 
that developed after Turkish domination. 
The oldest of the historical artifacts in the 
settlement, which was conquered in 1196 but 
remained a small town for a while, belong to 
the Candaroğulları Period at the beginning of 
the 15th century. In these years, Safranbolu, 
which started to spread out from the Castle 
and around the canyon, experienced its real 
development after it came under Ottoman 
rule.

From the Hıdırlık Hill, where you can watch 
the city from a bird’s eye view, the ruins of the 
Castle, which has witnessed every period of 
Safranbolu, can be seen. The Old Mosque is 
one of Safranbolu’s pre-Turkish period works. 
Known to be a church in the Byzantine Period, 
the building was converted into a mosque 
after the conquest. The Süleyman Pasha 
Madrasa, dated 1322, is among the oldest 
Turkish works of Safranbolu. Built by Köprülü 
Mehmet Paşa, one of the famous grand viziers 
of the Ottoman Empire and lived in Safranbolu 
for a while, and the mosque, which is named 
after the Grand Vizier, dates from 1661. The 

In Safranbolu, historical houses attract the 
attention of visitors first. However, the settlement 
as a whole is so well preserved that it reflects not 
only the houses but also the Ottoman city life and 
culture with its streets, squares and monuments. 

For this reason, it fully deserves the title of “Living 
Ottoman City”. 
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Shadirvan, which he built on the same date, 
is still standing.   

İzzet Mehmet Pasha, who was the grand 
vizier of the Ottoman palace at the end of 
the 18th century, is from Safranbolu. The 
Mosque, dated 1796, bearing his name, can 
be seen in the Bazaar. Its most important 
feature is that it sits on the arches built on the 
Akçasu Stream. Dağdelen Mosque was built 
in 1778 by Mehmet Ağa, one of the notables 
of Safranbolu. Hagia Stefanos Church, dated 
1872, was once used by the Greeks living here, 
and was out of use for a while after the Greeks 
left the city after the population exchange. 
Today, it is open to worship under the name 
of Great Mosque.

It is unthinkable that there are no inns in a 
settlement located at such an important point 
on trade routes.

Cinci Inn, one of the most interesting 
structures of Safranbolu, is dated to the mid-
17th century. Kazasker Hüseyin Efendi, who 
built the inn, is from Safranbolu. In addition, 
he built a Bath with the same name to his 
hometown. This bathhouse dated 1645 
continues to be used even today. Examples 
of other structures related to trade, the arasta 
bazaars have also come to the present day. 
Blacksmiths and Coppersmiths Bazaar, where 
visitors stop to buy souvenirs, keep the history 
alive with coppersmiths and tin workers who 
are still working. Yemenici Bazaar, which 

takes its name from “yemeni”, a kind of shoe, 
is also one of the historical bazaars that has 
not changed its appearance and function for 
centuries.

In Safranbolu, which also conceals important 
clues about the connection between 
topography and the development of the urban 
fabric, narrow and winding streets are typical of 
the old Ottoman settlements. The reason why 
the pavements paved with stones are curved 
towards the middle is to allow rainwater to 
flow easily. Another striking element in the 
street texture is that the houses are located 
in a way that does not block each other’s view.
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL      
EXAMPLES OF OTTOMAN 
DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE

Houses stretching along an 80-meter-
deep canyon formed by streams flowing 
in the middle are among the most popular 
examples of Ottoman civil architecture 
examples. Its magnificent mansions, which 
fascinate visitors, are a reflection of the 
wealth once possessed by its people. These 
houses, in which the foundations and ground 
floors are built of stone and the upper floors 
are made of wood, are similar to each other 
with their plan features. Since the settlement 
is built on a vertical place, the houses are 

also shaped according to the conditions of 
the topography. Although the lower floors 
follow the street line, the upper floors 
are made to look in different directions in 
accordance with the angle of arrival of the 
sun or the view.

Although the historical houses, whose 
number reaches 2 thousand, have impressive 
appearances, they are quite plain from the 
outside except for the doors. Even there are 
no window openings in the parts facing the 
street. Therefore, it is necessary to enter 

the interiors of the houses to see their real 
beauty. 

Nowadays, since some of the houses serve 
as hotels and restaurants, you can easily visit 
many examples and examine their details 
closely with all their originality. Especially 
the parts of the houses, which are called 
“başoda”, are the most favourite places of 
the houses, which fascinate those who see 
them with their magnificent wooden carved 
ornaments and ceilings decorated with hand-
drawn carvings. These rooms, where masters 

Seated on hot summer 
days and settled in the 
rooms called “Selamlık 
Köşkü”, sofas were 
placed around the 
pools, and the sounds 
of the flowing water 
were listened while 
chatting letting them 
cool down. In addition, 
these pools were used 
during fires.
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and artists show their talents, have a palatial 
appearance.

The houses also contain clues about the 
old Ottoman life. The rooms, which have 
different functions, open to a section called 
the sofa, located in the middle. Each of the 
rooms has aspects that can meet all the 
needs of a family. Thanks to its stoves, it turns 
into a kitchen when needed, and a bathroom 
with the parts hidden in cabinets. In the 
evening, it was used as a bedroom with the 
beds removed from the closets.

Safranbolu Houses not only have the basic 
features of traditional Ottoman domestic 
architecture but also contain unique aspects. 
The presence of pools inside some houses is 
one of this uniqueness.

Safranbolu, which will allow you to travel 
back to the Ottoman Period with its preserved 
historical texture and houses, most of which 
date back to the 18th and 19th centuries, 
is a place that can be visited at any time of 
the year. It is an unforgettable experience 

to wander the streets of Safranbolu, which 
hosts more than 1 million tourists every 
year, to enter its historical houses, to see 
the Ottoman Period artifacts and to shop 
in historical bazaars. Safranbolu, where its 
people continue their traditional life, makes 
its visitors fully experience history with 
this aspect. Be sure to visit this wonderful 
settlement, which recently celebrated its 
25th anniversary of being inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 1998
• Ref: 849

• Selection Criteria: (II), (III), (VI)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Çanakkale

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF TROY

THE MEETING POINT OF 
HISTORY AND LEGENDS
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Troy is one of the most famous ancient 
cities in the world. The main reason why it 
is so well-known, besides being used as an 
uninterrupted settlement for 3500 years and 
hosting many civilizations, is the belief that 
the famous war that Homer mentioned in 
the epics of “Iliad and Odyssey” took place 
here. This epic, which has inspired artists 
and writers from different countries for 
thousands of years, influenced everyone 

from emperors to travellers, and has been 
the subject of Hollywood movies, also made 
the name Troy immortal.

But Troy is far beyond an epic. Home to the 
richest civilizations of the time, the city has 
managed to maintain its glory for years, 
despite repeated wars and invasions.   The 
ancient city, which hosts millions of tourists 
every year with its location in the Dardanelles 

strait, which separates Europe and Asia, and 
its finds revealing the richness it once had, 
is a place where those who love history and 
archaeology and those who are interested in 
literature and legends will enjoy visiting.
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TROJAN WAR: LEGEND OR 
REALITY?

Homer, whose life is not known exactly, but 
thought to have been born and lived in İzmir 
around 900 BC, is the person who made 
thousands of years old legends survive to 
the present day. Studies have proven that 
this epic, which started with a beauty contest 
where goddesses were rivals, continued with 
a war that would last for years and ended 
with the destruction of a city, is based on 
historical facts. However, the cause of the 
war is not a love story as Homer mentioned, 
but a desire to dominate the city due to its 
strategic location. The war, thought to have 
taken place in the 13th or 12th centuries BC, 
is considered to be the first contact between 
Anatolian and Mediterranean civilizations. 
This war, which paved the way for interaction 
between eastern and western cultures for 
the following centuries, had such profound 
effects that it was not forgotten even after 
300 years, and managed to inspire Homer. 
The effects of the epic told by Homer can be 
seen in sculptures, ceramics, and paintings 
in the following centuries. Even today, it 
continues to be the subject of blockbusters.

POPULAR IN EACH PERIOD

Troy has been a place visited by many people 
for centuries with its story. In 480 BC, Persian 
ruler Serhas stopped by Troy during his Greek 
campaign and sacrificed a thousand bulls in 
the sanctuary of the city. Believing that his 
ancestry came from the demigod Achilles 
who died in the Trojan War, Alexander the 
Great visited the Temple of Athena in 334 BC; 
he replaced his own armour with the armour 
found here allegedly belonging to Achilles. 
Romus, the legendary founders of Rome, and 
the Roman Emperors, who are believed to 

be the ancestor of Romulus, Aeneas of Troy, 
made visiting Troy a tradition. Julius Caesar 
wanted to rebuild the city, and Augustus 
carried out extensive public improvements. 
Before Constantin chose İstanbul, he was 
thinking of making Troy his capital. Mehmet 
the Conqueror, which some European writers 
wrote that he took the revenge of the Trojans 
by conquering İstanbul, visited here in 1462 
and gave the order to conduct a survey on 
the tombs of the heroes of the Trojan War.
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TROY’S CITY LAYERS

Troy I - III (3000 BC - 2100 BC) - Coastal Troy Culture 

Troy IV - V (2100 BC - 1700 BC) - Troy Culture with Anatolian Character 

Troy VI - VII (1700 BC - 1100 BC) - High Troy Culture

Troy VIII (700 BC - 85 BC) - Greek Settlement 

Troy IX (85 BC - 500 AD) - Roman Settlement 

Troy X (500 BC - 12th century) - Byzantine Settlement

TRACES OF THE GLORIOUS 
PAST

The ruins of the ancient city of Troy are 
located on a hill called Hisarlık in Ezine 
district of Çanakkale province. The proof 
that the strategic importance of this place, 
which is located about 5 kilometres from 
the Dardanelles strait and dominates its 
surroundings, has not changed over the years, 
is that the location of the city has not changed 
and the layers of different periods overlap, 
despite the fact that it has been destroyed 
many times due to various disasters.
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Troy, which gained a great wealth thanks 
to staying on an important trade route; has 
suffered disasters such as wars, invasions, and 
earthquakes, but has managed to rise from its 
ashes every time. Finally, it was abandoned 
after being settled in the 12th century for 
the last time. After it has been forgotten 
for a long time, legends have enabled the 
city to be discovered. The first excavations 
were initiated around 1870 by Heinrich 
Schliemann, who was a Homer enthusiast, 
managed to discover the city by coming here 
at a time when Troy was thought to be only 
a product of imagination. Although his works 
are criticized for being unscientific, he is the 
one who again attracts the attention of the 
world to a forgotten settlement. Except for 
short interruptions after the first excavation, 
excavations and research continued for 150 
years have revealed a lot of information 
about the history of not only Troy but the 
whole region.

Human traces in Troy date back to 8 thousand 
years ago. However, the oldest settlement 
date in the region called Hisarlık is 3000 BC. 
During the excavations, it was discovered 
that it was inhabited until the 13th century 
and consists of ten different city layers and 
more than 50 building phases. Each of these 
layers bears the traces of periods lasting 
hundreds of years. The fact that it was 
surrounded by huge walls around 2,500 BC is 
proof of how advanced and important it was 
even in such an early period.

The archaeological site is divided into two 
parts as the fortress and the lower city. In 
the fortress, doors, stone-paved ramps, and 
some bastions were unearthed along with 
the walls. In this safer part of the city, palaces 
and administrative buildings dating back to 
the Bronze Age were located. The part called 
the lower city, which was thought to be 
the place where the people lived, was also 
protected by walls, but these walls were not 
as strong as the fortress part.

It is known that Troy, which Roman 
Emperors highly respected and visited as a 
pilgrimage site, witnessed important  public 
improvements in these years. The Odeon, 
bouleuterion and theatre in the agora section 

are dated to this period. Although the Temple 
of Athena, which we can say to be the most 
important structure of Troy, is dated around 
300 BC, it is thought that it was renovated at 
the beginning of the 1st century AD by the 
order of Emperor Augustus. Today there are 
very few remains from this temple.

Another fact revealed by the excavations 

is that Troy was once a wealthy city that 
lived in great prosperity. The gold jewellery 
found by Schliemann and mistakenly called 
the “Priam’s Treasure” are just a few of the 
priceless artifacts left from Troy. Smuggled 
from Turkey, the majority of these treasures 
unfortunately are not located where they 
belong. Some of them are exhibited in the 
recently opened Troy Museum in Turkey.

Troy, which had a very large settlement in the 
Late Bronze Age, was destroyed many times in the 

following periods and came under the domination of 
different civilizations.The last time it was raised and 
decorated with magnificent monuments took place 

in the Roman Period.
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SYMBOL OF TROY: THE 
WOODEN HORSE

The wooden horse, which played a 
key role in the story of the end of the 
Trojan War that lasted for years and 
the destruction of a city, is the symbol 
of Troy. According to the legend, the 
Achaeans, who could not conquer Troy, 
built a wooden horse sculpture with the 
suggestion of Odysseus, who is famous 
for his cunning and is the protagonist 
of Homer’s Odyssey epic, and put their 
best warriors inside. Then they retreat, 
pretending to have lifted the siege. 
While the Trojans, who took the wooden 
horse to the city as the spoil of war, 
sleep at night, the hidden warriors go 

out and open the doors of the Castle to 
the Achaeans and thus the end of the 
war comes to an end.

A copy of this wooden horse that played 
the leading role in the trick that allowed 
the Achaeans to enter Troy and win the 
war, which they could not conquer by 
fighting, is located at the entrance of the 
ancient city. Apart from this horse, which 
is the most popular photo shooting spot 
for Troy visitors, another wooden horse 
used in the 2004 film Troy is located in 
the city centre of Çanakkale.
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TROY MUSEUM

2018 which is the 20th anniversary of 
the inscription of Troy Archaeological 
Site on the UNESCO World Heritage List, 
was celebrated in Turkey as the “Troy 
Year”. Undoubtedly, the most striking 
event among the events held this year 
was the opening of the Troy Museum. 
The museum, whose story started with 
a project competition in 2011 and 
completed in 2018, is located at the 
entrance of the archaeological site. 
At the Troy Museum, which achieved 
to make it to the final candidates of 
the “The European Museum of the 
Year Award 2020”, the story of the 
excavations that have been going on for 
150 years and the artifacts discovered 
are displayed and the striking history 
of Troy is conveyed to the visitors. The 
museum is a place where not only Troy, 
but also finds from other ancient cities 
in the vicinity such as Assos, Alexandria 
Troas, Tenedos, and Parion are 
preserved. Some of the Troy Treasures, 
which have been separated from their 
original homeland for many years, are 
also here. It is possible to watch Troy 
and its surroundings from the terrace on 
the top floor.

Troy, where history and mythology are 
intermingled, is an important world 
cultural heritage with its historical 
remains and legends.   Throughout its 
history, Troy, which emerged on the 
stage of history in the 3000s BC and 
was constantly inhabited thanks to 
its strategic location, was the scene of 
invasions, sieges, wars, and earthquakes. 
Despite such disasters, it continues to 
be a place where thanks to its stories, 
historical remains and nature that offers 
unique views, dreams, and reality meet.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2011
• Ref: 1366

• Selection Criteria: (I), (IV)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Edirne

SELİMİYE MOSQUE AND ITS SOCIAL COMPLEX

THE PINNACLE OF 
THE OTTOMAN ARCHITECTURE
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Architectural works, which are the heritage 
of the Ottoman Empire, reigned for more 
than six hundred years, appear on three 
continents, primarily in Anatolia, the 
Balkans, the Middle East, and North Africa. 
Among these buildings that still amaze 
with their magnificence, the most striking 
ones are undoubtedly the mosques. The 
most magnificent example of these prayer 
structures, which can be seen thousands of 
examples in everywhere the empire spread, 
is the Selimiye Mosque.

Selimiye Mosque, the symbol of Edirne, 
which was the capital of the Ottoman 
Empire between 1365 and 1453, is the 
work of Mimar Sinan, one of the architects 
who left the most traces in world history. 
Mimar Sinan, who lived in the strongest 
period of the Ottoman Empire, is a genius 
who shaped this power with architecture. 
Selimiye Mosque is the building that Mimar 
Sinan, whose works are seen in almost all 
the Ottoman Empire, managed to reflect the 
power of the empire in the best way and he 
called it as “My Masterpiece”. 

Selimiye Mosque and its Social Complex, 
which constitutes the pinnacle of Ottoman 
art and architecture and draws attention 
with its details as well as its architecture, was 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
in 2011. The mosque, where the traces of 
Mimar Sinan’s creative genius can be traced 
in every corner, is one of the works where it 
will not be realized how time flew with its 
magnificent architecture and stories told 
about it.
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The Selimiye 
Mosque, which is 
admired with its 
interior as well 
as its exterior 
appearance, is the 
representative of 
the pinnacle of 
Ottoman art and 
architecture.



81

TURKEY  ON THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST



82

GENERAL DIRECTORATE FOR CULTURAL ASSETS AND MUSEUMS

AMAZING WITH ITS EVERY 
DETAIL

Like Bursa and İstanbul, Edirne witnessed 
the construction of important architectural 
works during the period when it was the 
capital of the Ottoman Empire. Selimiye 
Mosque, on the other hand, is proof that 
it has not been forgotten even the title of 
capital city was handed over to İstanbul.

Selimiye Mosque dominating the urban 
skyline is the first building that attracts 
the attention of those who visit Edirne. It 
is known that Yıldırım Beyazıt had a palace 
built in the place where the Mosque and 
Social Complex are located. The fact that this 
location for the mosque, where it can be seen 
from every corner of the city with all its glory, 
was chosen indicates the genius of Mimar 
Sinan on urban planning.

The Mosque, which is among the masterpieces 
not only of Ottoman art but also of world 
architectural history, is a masterpiece in 
every aspect. The minarets, which are the 
first parts that stand out from afar, are the 
first of the reasons for the admiration of the 
Mosque with their elegance and architectural 
details. The monumental dome, which is in 
the field of view after the minarets, is the 
most impressive part of the mosque.

The mosque, whose 
construction has 
started in 1568 with 
the order of Selim, 
took six years with the 
intensive work of 15 
thousand people and 
was completed in 1574 
and opened to worship.
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Mimar Sinan, in his work titled Tezkiret-
ül Bünyan, in which he wrote his works, 
proudly mentions that he surpassed the 
dome of Hagia Sophia with this dome he 
created in Selimiye. Modern architects and 
art historians also believe that such a dome, 
43.28 meters high and 31.22 meters in 
diameter, is an architectural wonder in that 
it is carried with supports designed to not 
divide the large interior space. Moreover, 
the interior was also illuminated by opening 
many windows on the walls. The dome, 
whose grandeur can be felt especially when 
you enter the mosque, strikingly reveals the 
pinnacle of Mimar Sinan’s profession. The 
interior is so wide and spacious that, as we 
learn from historical sources, the Ottoman 
army used to take a break in Edirne while 
going on a European expedition and pray in 
this mosque where 6 thousand people easily 
worshiped.

In the same work, Mimar Sinan also mentions 
the minarets with praise. He mentions that 
although he has built minarets with three 
balconies before, they were thick, and here 
the minarets are both thin and elegant, and 
they are unique because the roads leading to 
each of the balconies are independent from 
each other. Even Mimar Sinan, who is famous 
for his modesty as much as his genius and 
mastery, mentioned the Selimiye Mosque 
with these words and more importantly, 
that he stated that it was a masterpiece, as 
a proof that he applied all his experience 
and competence he had until that day here. 
As stated by the genius architect, in two of 
the minarets, three balconies are reached by 
three different stairs that do not intersect 
with each other.

All the knowledge 
and experience of 

Mimar Sinan, one of 
the greatest geniuses 

in world history, has 
been reflected in the 

Selimiye Mosque.
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The domes and minarets praised by Mimar 
Sinan are the most striking and interesting 
parts of the Selimiye Mosque. However, it 
is possible to see the traces of a genius in 
all of them. In addition to its architectural 
details, the stone, marble, tile, and wooden 
decorations encountered in different places 
are also remarkable. Both its minbar and 
its mihrab are among the most beautiful 
examples of marble workmanship. On the 
ceiling of the dome and arches and the 
lower part of the sultan’s loge, there are 
hand drawn works by famous calligraphers 
of the period. Traces of the tiles produced in 
İznik, the most important tile centre of the 
Ottoman Empire, can be found in various 
parts of the mosque. While almost all of it 
was once decorated with tiles, most of it was 
dismantled and smuggled abroad during the 
wars in 1878. 

The most striking among these decorations, 
each of which is masterpiece of its own kind, 
are the tulip motifs. Among the 101 different 
tulip motifs embroidered in various forms 
on pencil works and tiles, the inverted tulip 
motif on the marble stand located in the 
northeast corner of the muezzin loge is the 
one which attracts the most attention of 
visitors. According to a common legend, this 
motif was placed in the memory of an old 
woman who owned the land on which the 
mosque was to be built and who grew tulips 
here, and was made in reverse to remind of 
the difficulties she caused.

The Madrasas of Darül Sübyan, Darül Kurra, 
which serves as the Foundation Museum 
today, and Darül Hadis, which is used as 
the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Arts, are 
located in the outer courtyard that surrounds 
the mosque on three sides. The complex 
was enlarged with additions made in the 
following periods. The Arasta Bazaar, Primary 
School and Prayer Dome, which were built to 
bring income to the mosque, are the parts 
built by Architect Davut Ağa during the time 
of Murat III.
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EDİRNE: A CITY ADORNED 
WITH OTTOMAN 
MASTERPIECES

Located on the border of Turkey, Greece 
and Bulgaria, Edirne is a city founded in 
the Roman Empire. It takes its name from 
the Roman Emperor Hadrian. However, we 
can say that it gained its real identity in the 
Ottoman Period, when its population reached 
350 thousand people. Edirne, which became 
the capital in 1365 and maintained this title 
until the conquest of İstanbul, has been 
adorned with magnificent works throughout 
these years. Selimiye Mosque is the most 
important proof that it is not forgotten after 
İstanbul became the capital city.

Beautiful examples of Ottoman architecture 
can be seen in different parts of the city, 
which attracts attention with its historical 
heritage. Old Mosque, Üç Şerefeli Mosque, 
Beyazıt II. Social Complex, Muradiye Mosque 
and monumental bridges built on Tunca and 
Meriç are just a few of the many masterpieces 
apart from Selimiye Mosque. Edirne is 
defined as a “Museum City” thanks to these 
more than 600 buildings, each of which is 
among the remarkable examples of Ottoman 
architecture. Therefore, while planning your 
Edirne trip, definitely take a few days to fully 
experience the Ottoman heritage as well as 
the natural beauties of the Arda, Tunca and 
Meriç rivers.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2012
• Ref: 1405

• Selection Criteria: (III), (IV)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Konya

NEOLITHIC SITE OF ÇATALHÖYÜK

THE PRECURSOR 
OF THE CITY LIFE
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The transition to settled life, the birth of 
cities and the beginning of agriculture are 
among the developments that are considered 
as milestone in human history. These stages, 
which led to the transition from hunting and 
gathering to a different lifestyle based on 
growing crops, the construction of the first 
houses and the increase in production, and 
the emergence of trade, are the beginning 
of the steps taken towards modern societies. 
Çatalhöyük is one of the most important 
settlements where every step of these 

processes can be monitored. It has a key 
role in enlightening the prehistoric periods, 
which are defined as the dark years of man, 
as it has survived to the present day by being 
completely preserved in a very good way.

Çatalhöyük, which was inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List for reasons such 
as giving clues about the social and cultural 
structure of the early periods of humanity 
and the understanding of art, and containing 
important traces of the transition to settled 

life and agriculture, which are accepted 
among the milestones of history, is the 
apple of the eye of the archaeology world. 
It is an enjoyable site for all those who want 
to make a time travel to thousands of years 
ago, witness the birth and development of 
domestic architecture, arts, and religious 
beliefs.
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The fact that Çatalhöyük 
has been the scene of 
uninterrupted settlement 
for thousands of years; 
makes it possible to 
closely follow the changes 
and developments in 
urban life, social structure, 
art, and religious beliefs 
during the Neolithic and 
Chalcolithic periods. 

JOURNEY TO NINE THOUSAND 
YEARS AGO

Çatalhöyük, one of the ground-breaking 
discoveries in the world of archaeology and 
shedding light on human history; consists 
of two mounds, each about 20 meters 
high, belonging to different periods in the 
middle of the Konya Plain. The Eastern 
Mound, where traces of life between 7400 
BC and 6000 BC is found and witnessed the 
first stages of the transition to settled life, 
is a Neolithic Period settlement. Findings 
such as wall paintings, reliefs, statuettes, 
which provides information related to many 
subjects such as belief systems of the period, 
were discovered in the Mound, which consists 
of thirteen different layers. West Mound, 
which was determined to be inhabited after 
the abandonment of East Mound in the early 
6000s BC, contains important clues from the 
Chalcolithic Period.

Çatalhöyük is not the oldest settlement 
in the world. However, it has a very special  
importance among Neolithic settlements 
in terms of its population, well-preserved 
character, the range of the site. Historians 
and archaeologists put a premium on this 
site in respect to the above mentioned. 

The excavations carried out help to shed 
light on the earliest periods of human beings’ 
transition to settled life and agriculture, as 
well as to learn how the organization took 
place in prehistoric times and what cultural 
practices were prevalent. Especially the East 
Mound enables observation of the gradual 
growth and development of the settlement.
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Thanks to the excavations carried out in 
Çatalhöyük, which was discovered in 1958, 
invaluable information was obtained about 
its history, which began 9 thousand years ago. 
Among these information about the early 
periods of humanity, there is everything from 
the architectural and artistic conceptions 
of the period to the social and cultural life. 
Among these discoveries is the information 
that around 5 to 8 thousand people once lived 
together in Çatalhöyük. This figure shows 
that Çatalhöyük was the largest Neolithic 
period as well as one of the most populous 
settlements. Çatalhöyük, which was formed 
by the coming together of different villages 
to create a central settlement, has managed 
to become a place where an egalitarian and 
peaceful life has continued for thousands 
of years. The most accepted view of why 
this location was chosen is that there was 
once a river or wetland near the mounds, 
and the soil was very fertile and suitable for 
agriculture.

The reason why Çatalhöyük has survived 
so well is that it has not been inhabited 
again after it was abandoned. Why it was 
abandoned after being used as a residential 
area for thousands of years is another 
question that has not been clarified yet. 

Although there are opinions that the drying 
of wetlands, climate change, depletion of 
resources, epidemics or disintegration in the 
social structure caused this, these ideas have 
not been proven yet.

The findings obtained during the excavations 
enlighten the history of civilization and 
reveal the originality of Çatalhöyük. For 
example, in Çatalhöyük, which differs from 
other Neolithic settlements in terms of urban 
texture, the houses that formed clusters in a 
row were entered through an opening in the 
roofs and there was no street texture.

Although bone and obsidian tools were 
also discovered at Çatalhöyük, most of the 
finds were made of terracotta. Among these, 
stamp seals are examples of the oldest seal 
tradition of this period and Anatolia. Items 
of daily use and pieces of fabric, which are 
the oldest examples of weaving, are among 
the valuable finds uncovered at Çatalhöyük. 
Çatalhöyük finds constitute an important 
collection of the Museum of Anatolian 
Civilizations, Ankara and some of them can 
be seen in the Konya Archaeology Museum.

Çatalhöyük is a place where the 
development of art can also be 
followed gradually. Many figurines and 
murals discovered in the excavations 
conceal clues about the artistic 
understanding and cultural structure 
of the people of the period, the most 
striking of which are female figurines 
made of terracotta and stone. These 
figurines, which have been identified 
in many different forms, are thought 
to mark the beginning of the mother 
goddess belief in Anatolia. The fact 
that some of them were found in small 
warehouses in houses indicates that 
they may be related to abundance. 
One of the views is that these figurines 
represent old women who have a 
respectable place in Çatalhöyük.
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ÇATALHÖYÜK HOUSES
The houses that were used as living spaces 
are where valuable clues about the cultural 
life of the Neolithic period are obtained in 
Çatalhöyük. These houses are likened to 
honeycombs in beehives; it is not separated 
by streets, its walls are adjacent to each other, 
entrances are made from roofs, and people 
walk through the village by passing over the 
roofs. The average lifespan of homes with 
families of 5 to 10 people was 80 years. Later, 
the upper parts were demolished, the lower 
parts were filled with soil and new houses 
were built on them. It is these practices that 
enable the mounds to reach a height of more 
than 20 meters.

Houses built of adobe, wood, and reed; 
consists of a room where daily life is generally 
used, and food is cooked, and another section 
used as a storage room. In the living room, 
there are stoves used for both heating and 
cooking. The murals discovered in some 
houses reflect how people observed nature 
as well as the artistic understanding of the 
period. Among the paintings made with red, 
black, and yellow colours on plaster painted 
in white, there are geometric motifs similar 
to those encountered in today’s rugs, as well 
as hunting scenes, animal figures such as 
birds and leopards.

The fact that some of the murals were made 
on the places where the deceased were 
buried led to the idea that they could be 
related to beliefs in afterlife. It is possible 
to conclude that especially animal pictures 
and hunting scenes were made for a good 
hunt, since there are also opinions that the 
tradition of drawing pictures on cave walls 
in the Palaeolithic Period is a continuation. 
Heads and horns of bulls, deer and rams 
covered with clay decorating the wall 
and human and animal figures made in 
the form relief are among the interesting 
aspects of Çatalhöyük houses. The absence 
of monumental buildings and the absence 
of large differences between the sizes of 
the houses are proof that the principles of 
equality prevailed in the society in these 
years and that there was no ruling class.

The only houses that show a difference are 
those called “Religious Buildings” by the 
archaeologists in the first year’s excavations, 
which in later periods named as the “Memory 
Houses” and thought to have been used for 
maintaining cultural memory or religious 
purposes.

One of the most interesting features of the 
houses is that the dead are buried beneath 
the floors of houses. In other words, living is 
together with the dead. The number of tombs 
in the houses is usually limited to a few. 
However, examples reaching the number up 
to 60 were also discovered. There are grave 
goods in the graves, depending on whether 
the deceased is male or female.

This feature of the houses is seen only in East 
Mound. Any instance of murals, reliefs, and 
the tradition of burials under the ground has 
not been discovered until today in the West 
Mound.

Çatalhöyük is the closest witness to the 
developments at the turning points of 
human history. Therefore, if you love history 
and are interested in archaeology, you should 
add Çatalhöyük to the first place in the list of 
places to visit.
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The paintings, which reflect 
the artistic perceptions of the 
period and include the oldest 
map of the world, including 
an instance of a landscape 
painting and one that is 
considered as a city plan, are 
on the walls of the houses, 
which are the most important 
remains of Çatalhöyük.

Excavations have been 
going on for many years 

in Çatalhöyük, one of 
the most important 

archaeological sites in the 
world. However, the parts 

unearthed are a very small 
part of the settlement 

that spreads over an area 
of 140 thousand square 
meters. It is certain that 

this place, where amazing 
finds are unearthed and 

discoveries that add a new 
page to history are made 
every year, will shed light 

on many more secrets.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2014
• Ref: 1452

• Selection Criteria: (I), (II), (IV), (VI)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Bursa

BURSA and CUMALIKIZIK

THE BIRTH OF THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE
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The Ottoman Empire, which spread over 
three continents during its strongest period, 
gained a place in world history with its social 
and political aspects as well as its military 
achievements, and was respected by many 
states from Asia to Europe with fear, was a 
small principality in the early 14th century. 
The fact that a principality consisting of 
only a few thousand people succeeded in 
becoming an empire in a short period of 
time, a subject of epoch-making events 

and establishing domination over three 
continents cannot be explained only with 
military power. When you go deeper, it can 
be seen that this success is the result of 
policies that have different aspects such as 
bureaucracy, commercial structuring, and 
social organization.

Witnessing the birth of the Ottoman Empire, 
Bursa hosts the earliest examples of these 
policies that will be maintained in the 
following centuries enabling the Ottoman 

Empire to become one of the most powerful 
states in history. This is the primary reason 
for its inscription on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 2014. The Khans Area, 
Sultan Complexes and Cumalıkızık are places 
that each give clues about the beginning 
and the first examples of the principles and 
understandings strongly adopted by the 
Ottoman Empire. The Khans Area conceals 
valuable information about commercial, 
Sultan Complexes about urbanism and social 
life, whereas Cumalıkızık is related with 
social policies.
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SULTAN COMPLEXES: SPACES 
THAT SHAPE BURSA

Bursa, which witnessed the foundation period 
of the Ottoman Empire and the beginning of 
its impressive history, was made the capital 
after its conquest in 1326. Although this 
title, which it maintained for forty years, was 
transferred to Edirne in 1366, it did not lose 
its importance for the Ottoman sultans. Five 
of the first Ottoman sultans both improved 
Bursa with the complexes and mosques they 
built and chose Bursa as their last residence. 
Bursa, which was a small settlement only 
within the city walls in the years when it 
was conquered, gradually became one of the 
richest and largest cities of the period. It was 
the complexes that played a key role in urban 
development.

Sultan complexes are places that respond to 
different dimensions of social life according 
to the principles of urbanism and reflect 
the values of the people, having social, 
religious, and commercial functions. At 
the same time, there are buildings which 
reflect the architectural traditions in these 
complexes. Each of the complexes in Bursa, 
which maintain their original features to 
a great extent, has outstanding examples 
of early Ottoman art and architecture, 
especially mosques and tombs. These 
buildings, which are influenced by the 
artistic traditions carried from Central Asia 
and different cultural environments of the 
period, have Seljuk, Byzantine, Persian and 
Arab influences in their architectural form 
and decoration. Some of the architectural 
approaches in this period, among which 
there were also attempts to create a unique 
Ottoman architecture in the following years, 
continued in the following years, and some 
remained limited to this period.

For example, the plan style called “Inverted 
T” is also known as the “Bursa Type” since this 
is the place where it was born and is not seen 
after the 16th century.
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KHANS AREA: COMMERCIAL 
CENTRE OF BURSA

The fact that it is one of the stops of the 
historical Silk Road, which lived its brightest 
years in the Seljuk Period and continued its 
importance in the Ottoman Period, is one 
of the reasons for Bursa’s enrichment. In 
addition, Bursa, where the production of silk 
and silk products continues uninterrupted 
and the people gain prosperity by this 
means, has managed to become a trade 
centre in a short time and khans were built 
one after another. The place where the heart 
of commerce beats in Bursa has not changed 
for almost 700 years: The Khans Area...

The Khans Area, which was developed 
around Emir Han, part of the Orhan Gazi 
Complex, which was the first social complex 
built to move the city outside the city walls, 
and which is also the first bedesten of the 
Ottomans, forms the core of the commercial 
centre of the city.

This region, which has been the scene of 
the construction of trade buildings from 
the 14th century to the 16th century, where 
commercial activities have continued 
uninterrupted from the Ottoman period to 
the present and spread over an area of 450 
thousand square meters, is located near 
the Ulu Mosque, one of the most visited 
historical buildings in Bursa. In the Khans 
Area, which were enlarged by erecting new 
buildings in line with the needs, there are a 
total of 16 khans, which are from different 
periods. Names such as İpek, Koza, Rice, Salt 
indicate which products were traded and 
produced in these khans. Apart from khans 
in the region, there are around 4 thousand 
workplaces related to commercial activities, 
scattered among structures such as bazaars, 
arastas and bedestens.

Thanks to the complexes 
built by Orhan Gazi, Murat 
I., Bayezid I., Mehmet I., 
and Murat II.; the city has 
managed to become social, 
cultural, religious, and 
educational centres. Thus, 
new neighbourhoods were 
formed around them, and 
the city developed in the 
desired form and direction. 
This model, which Bursa was 
the pioneer of, continued as 
a tradition in the following 
years and many conquered 
cities developed thanks to 
the complexes.   

In the Khans Area, which has the title of the 
oldest bazaar of the Ottoman Empire and 
continues its function today, it is possible 
to find all kinds of necessities, including 
textile products made of silk and souvenirs 
that will remind Bursa. Although it has been 
exposed to disasters such as earthquakes 
and fires throughout its history, in this 
historical bazaar, which has not changed its 
location and where activities are continuing, 
traditional practices regarding craftsmanship 
and shopping are also kept alive. This is 
valuable in terms of social history and makes 
the Bazaar one of the places that takes its 
visitors to a time travel. Moreover, there are 
many historical buildings to be discovered 
such as baths and mosques in this area of 
Bursa, which is an open-air museum as well 
as a historical city centre.
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CUMALIKIZIK: LIVING 
OTTOMAN VILLAGE

Cumalıkızık is a rural settlement half an 
hour away from Bursa city centre. The reason 
why it was inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List together with the Khans Area 
and Sultan Complexes is its connection with 
the social organization of the period. Thanks 
to the historical documents, we can learn that 
Cumalıkızık was established as a foundation 

village in order to generate income for the 
Orhan Gazi Complex.

In these foundation villages, which were 
once numerous, income from agricultural 
activities was spent on social complexes, 
religious buildings, or charities.

Cumalıkızık, which is one of the oldest 
and best surviving foundation villages 
in Bursa, continues to preserve its rural 
character despite hundreds of years since its 
establishment. Although the houses in the 
village, where life continued with the original 
examples of civil architecture of the Ottoman 
period, belong to the 19th century and later, 

The historical 
texture of 
Cumalıkızık, where 
time has almost 
stopped continues 
as it was hundreds 
of years ago with 
its life in the 
village besides its 
houses.
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their architectural styles, construction forms 
and other features keep the traditions of the 
early Ottoman period alive.

Cumalıkızık is a place that has been preserved 
well enough to contain clues about the rural 
life of the Ottoman Period and deserves the 
title of “Living Ottoman Village”.

The village is almost 700 years old, and, 
in this respect, it is as old as the Ottoman 
Empire and it conveys its historical texture 
to its visitors with all its liveliness with its 
houses lined up on narrow streets where 
vehicles cannot enter.

Bursa is one of the cities that has never lost 

importance throughout the 
Ottoman history. The fact that 
important Islamic thinkers and 
religious leaders chose this 
place as the burial place, along 
with the first Ottoman Sultans 
who literally re-created the city 
with the reconstruction activities 
they carried out, enabled Bursa 
to be seen as a spiritual capital 
even after it lost its title as the 
capital. Today it is an attraction 
point the examples of Ottoman 
art and architecture of the early 
period, the cuisine whose fame 
spread throughout the world, 
the unspoiled nature, baths 
popular along Roman, Byzantine 
and Ottoman periods and, 
Uludağ, one of the oldest winter 
sports centres appealing to all 
visitors. The Khans Area, Sultan 
Complexes and Cumalıkızık, 
which conceals clues of the 
founding years of Ottoman 
history and are inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List, 
are among the must-see places 
in Bursa. However, never limit 
your visit to these. Because 
Bursa has many other beauties 
to see and discover.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2014
• Ref: 1457

• Selection Criteria: (I), (II), (III), (IV), (VI)
• Category: Cultural Site

• Province: Izmir Province, Bergama District

PERGAMON and ITS MULTI-LAYERED CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

CITY OF CULTURE, 
SCIENCE AND ARTS 
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Pergamon, whose name first appeared in 
Xenophon’s work Anabasis, written in 400 
BC, was one of the first cities that Alexander 
the Great captured in Anatolia. In those days, 
when the lands of Alexander the Great, who 
conquered almost half of the known world, 
were divided among his commanders and 
rulers after his death, the administration 
of Pergamon was given to Lysimachus. 
Philetaerus, who later ruled Pergamon, 
established an independent state here.

This independent state took the name of 
Pergamon Kingdom with Attalus I, who took 
the throne in 241 BC and achieved a great 
victory against Galatians. Pergamon also 
started to have bright times as the capital of 
the kingdom. The city, which experienced the 
most prosperous years during the Eumenes 
II and Attalus periods, gained the title of the 
second largest library of the period with its 
famous Altar of Zeus and a collection of 200 
thousand volumes.
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Structures such as the Bergama Library were 
built. Pergamon did not lose its importance 
after it came under Roman rule in 133 BC; 
it became the capital of Asia Province and 
became a metropolis. During these years, 
the Hellenistic Period structures were 
preserved and new monuments including 
Asclepeion, Theatre, Aqueducts and Trajan 
Temple were built. Although it turned into 
a small settlement during the Byzantine 
period as the trade routes turned towards 
the new capital, Constantinople, its religious 
importance continued as it was home to 
one of the First Seven Churches. During 
the Ottoman Period, the Bakırçay Plain 
witnessed the construction of structures such 
as mosques, baths, khans and bedestens.

Although we can shortly summarize its 
history, Pergamon is an ancient city that 
deserves to be mentioned for pages. After 
the Hellenistic Period, where it had great 
political and artistic power, it continued to be 
settled in the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman 
periods and became a place where different 
cultural layers were overlapped. Moreover, 
this has occurred not through destruction of 
the cultures but through integration of each 
other. One of the best examples of this is that 
the Temple of Serapis, built in the name of 
an Egyptian god in the Roman Period, was 
used as a church in the Byzantine Period and 
as a mosque and synagogue in the Ottoman 
Period.

In a sense, Pergamon is a product of different 
civilizations working together. This aspect is 
the most important feature that makes it to 
be inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List. Today, it continues to fascinate its visitors 
with its rich cultural landscape where Pagan, 
Christian, Jewish and Islamic structures can 
be seen together.

Bergama, which was the 
most important cultural 
and artistic centre of 
the region during the 
years when it was the 
capital of the Pergamon 
Kingdom, and which 
turned into a medical 
centre in the Roman 
Period, was adorned 
with magnificent 
buildings.
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WITNESSES OF A GLORIOUS 
HISTORY

The fact that the place where Bergama was 
founded is in the form of steep slopes has 
led to some difficult trials in terms of urban 
planning and the application of engineering 
as well as architecture. That is why it is not 
surprising that the steepest theatre in the 
world is here. One of the reasons for its 
inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List is that it represents a rare example in 
terms of urban and landscape planning.

The “Pergamon Multi-Layered Cultural 
Landscape Area” consists of the tumuli lined 
up along the Kibele Sacred Land and Bakırçay 
Valley, as well as cultural values belonging 
to the Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and 
Ottoman periods.

However, the remains that more than 500 
thousand visitors who visit this ancient city 
every year want to see the most are in the 
sections called Acropolis, Upper City and 
Lower City. The most famous monument 
of the Acropolis was the Temple of Athena, 
where once the royal family and prominent 
statesmen lived. The ruins of the temple 
built in the name of the goddess Athena, 
who is considered to be the protector of the 
city, were taken abroad in the late 1800s. 
The Zeus Altar, located to the south of this 
temple, is now on display at the Pergamon 
Museum in Berlin.

Pergamon, which 
is defined as the 
masterpiece of 
Hellenistic and Roman 
Period city planning, 
was established on 
an unfavourable 
topography for a 
settlement, but all the 
buildings were placed 
with great skill along 
the steep slopes.
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The remains of its famous library are also 
in the Acropolis. The books in the library, 
which had the title of the world’s second 
library with its collection of more than 200 
thousand books, were gifted to the famous 
Egyptian Queen Cleopatra in 41 BC by Mark 
Antony. The most important feature of the 
10,000-seat theatre, which is one of the 
magnificent structures of the city, was that it 
was built very upright, and the stage building 
made of wood was mobile. It is a point where 
you can watch the magnificent view of the 
Bakırçay Plain with its steps that have been 
preserved very well.

The biggest structure of the Lower City, 
where buildings for public use can be seen 
intensely, is the Gymnasium, where sports 
competitions were held, and education was 
given to children and young people.

The different terraces of the Gymnasium, 
which was built in three terraces due to a 
necessity arising from the location of the city, 
were divided into different age groups.

Pergamon’s famous sculpture school was 
also located in the part called Lower City. 

This school was so famous that it led to 
the emergence of a style named “Pergamon 
Style”. The most important work was the  
Zeus Altar, which represented the peak of 
Hellenistic Period architecture and sculpture.

The Serapis Temple, also known as the Red 
Hall, because it was built with red bricks, 
is from the Roman Period. However, its use 
continued in the following years. 

Once a pagan temple, it was converted 
into a church in the Byzantine Period. Its 
importance in the history of Christianity 
is that it is one of the first 7 churches 
mentioned in the Bible. During the Ottoman 
Period, the cylindrical structure in the north 
of the main building was converted into a 
mosque, and in 1862 a synagogue was built 
in another part.

The Asclepeion, 
which is connected 
to the city centre by a 
colonnaded street, had 
made Pergamon one 
of the most important 
health centres of 
Antiquity.
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The famous Asclepeion, which once made 
Pergamon one of the most important health 
centres in the world, is located a little further 
from the city centre. In this health centre, 
which is connected to the ancient city by a 
colonnaded street, patients were tried to be 
treated through water therapy, mud bath, 
medicines obtained from various herbs, as 
well as music and suggestion.

Asclepeion was also a medical education 
centre. It is known that Galen, one of the 
most famous physicians and surgeons of 
the Ancient Age and the greatest rival of 
Hippocrates, gave education in Pergamon 
and wrote his works here. It is possible to 
see the remains of the bathing pool where 
patients swim to recover, fountains, patient 
rooms in here.

In Pergamum, which came under Turkish 
rule after the Roman and Byzantine periods, 
you can see structures such as mosques, 
baths and bridges dating to the Seljuk and 
Ottoman periods. The most important of 
these are the Great Mosque, Seljuk Minaret, 
Şadırvan Mosque, Çukur Han and Taş Han. In 
addition, there are examples of traditional 
civil architecture on the skirts of the hill 
where the ancient city is located and in the 
Kale Neighbourhood dated to the 18th and 
19th centuries.
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THE CITY OF PIONEERS AND 
DISCOVERIES

Pergamon, which we can call the city of 
pioneers; is the place where the first wooden 
stage theatre was built, the first trade 
union was organized, the first bazaar law 
and the first city development laws were 
implemented, the first strike and collective 
agreement was made. The most important 
contribution of the city to human history 
is parchment. This invention is a result of 

the competition between the Library of 
Alexandria, which had the largest library in 
the world in those years, and the Library of 
Bergama. The Kingdom of Egypt, afraid of 
losing the title of having the largest library 
in the world as the library of Pergamon 
collection gradually became richer, prevents 
the sale of papyrus, which was the only 
material used in the writing of the books 

in those years, to Bergama. When King of 
Pergamon II. Eumenes orders an alternative 
product to be found, the parchment made of 
leather is invented. This new material, which 
was called “Charta Pergamon” or “Pergamon 
Paper” in those years, gradually became 
parchment. The tradition of parchment 
production in Pergamon still continues today. 
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THE CENTRE OF HEALTH, 
CULTURE AND ARTS

Served as a capital in the Hellenistic Period, 
one of the greatest sculpture production 
centres, a centre of science and culture 
thanks to its library housing a rich collection 
of books, a centre of medicine and pharmacy 
with the Asclepeion, where diseased people 

around the world seek for treatment, 
Pergamon is inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List since 2014. In the city, which 
is the most successful example of Hellenistic 
and Roman urban planning, apart from 
the Theatre, Library, Temple of Dionysus, 

Pergamon, which 
was inhabited during 

the Hellenistic, 
Roman, Byzantine 

and Ottoman periods 
and where many 
civilizations left 

their mark almost 
offers a summary of 
Anatolian history in 

this respect.

Gymnasium, buildings, which are among the 
most distinguished architectural examples of 
the period such as the Zeus (Pergamon) Altar, 
which was moved to Berlin in the beginning 
of 20th century, were built.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2015
• Ref: 1488

• Selection Criteria: (IV)
• Category: Cultural Site

• Province: Diyarbakır

DİYARBAKIR FORTRESS and HEVSEL GARDENS CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

AT THE HEART OF 
MESOPOTAMIA
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A part of the Fertile Crescent, where the 
world’s oldest cultures were born and where 
settled order and agriculture began, covers the 
southeast of Anatolia. When we go through 
the history books, we learn how important 
is the strategic importance of these lands, 
where the Euphrates and Tigris rivers give life. 
However, as we have seen in many examples 
in history, the fate of the settlements changes 
as time passes and the elements that make 
the people living in that region strong and a 
region differentiate.

Many cities of the Fertile Crescent, which 
is known as the cradle of civilizations and 
settled throughout human history, could not 
escape this reality, lost its importance over 
time, and even completely disappeared. 
Diyarbakır, on the other hand, is one of the 
few settlements that make an exception to 
this situation and manage to be the favourite 
of every civilization it hosts.

It has been proven that the traces of people 
in Diyarbakır go back to the Palaeolithic 
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primarily the result of its fertile lands. It is 
also at the junction of trade routes and is 
rich in underground resources, especially 
the copper mine which also gives its name 
to the city. This has led the city to be a place 
desired to be conquered throughout its 
history. A solution against these threats it 
faced was sought by building a magnificent 
fortress. This fortress, which has survived 
to the present day in a rock-solid condition, 
conceals traces of almost every civilization in 
Diyarbakır’s history. Hevsel Gardens, which is 

inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
together with Diyarbakır Fortress, is another 
important part of Diyarbakır’s history. 
These gardens, which lie between the city 
centre and the Tigris River and have been 
used for agriculture for 8 thousand years 
uninterruptedly, not only meet the food and 
water needs of the city, but also amaze with 
their natural beauties.

Period and the first settlements have started 
in the Neolithic Period. Diyarbakır, whose 
brightest years have started as of the Roman 
Period, which maintained its importance in 
the Umayyad, Ayyubid, Artuqid, Byzantine, 
Seljuk, and Ottoman periods, is still one of 
the largest cities in the region today.

The uninterrupted settlement of Diyarbakır, 
which is known as the Upper Tigris Basin and 
located in an area that is extremely suitable 
for agriculture, for thousands of years is 
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The Diyarbakır Fortress, 
which is much more 

than a defence structure, 
shedding light on history 
with its inscriptions and 

ornaments from different 
periods and cultures, and 

the Hevsel Gardens, which 
have been cultivated for 

8 thousand years, were 
inscribed on the UNESCO 

World Heritage List in 
2015.

THE CLOSEST WITNESS TO 
THE HISTORY OF DİYARBAKIR: 
THE FORTRESS

The walls of Diyarbakır Fortress, which 
has a total length of 5800 meters, whose 
history goes back about 8 thousand years, 
conceal clues that shed light on the different 
periods of Diyarbakır besides its impressive 
appearance. The traces of almost every 
civilization that has taken place in the history 
of Diyarbakır are seen on the towers, where 
the enemy was observed and where the 
soldiers who defended the city took shelter, 
the gates, which allow the fortress to open 
to the outside world, and bastions, which 

attract attention with their artistic features 
besides military architecture.  The reason 
why Diyarbakır Fortress is as valuable as a 
history book is primarily this aspect. Each 
trace of restoration and the difference in 
workmanship on the walls point to the 
preparation for a disaster or threat that the 
Fortress was exposed to. Each of the traces is 
a history document, sometimes remainder of 
the times when they were destroyed during 
violent fighting or sometimes when they had 
to be strengthened or replaced. However, it 
requires expertise to follow these traces and 
to separate them according to periods. The 
parts where clues about the history of the 
walls bearing the traces of more than thirty 
civilizations can be obtained more easily are 

the inscriptions. When carefully investigated, 
63 inscriptions shedding light on the history 
of not only the Fortress, but also Diyarbakır 
and even the whole region can be discovered 
in various parts of the walls. The oldest of 
these inscriptions, which provide information 
about the repairs to a great extent, are from 
the Roman Period and a considerable part of 
it belongs to the Islamic Period. Especially, 
thanks to these inscriptions, which are 
proof that during the Artuqid Period, which 
made Diyarbakır the capital city, an intense 
restoration and construction activity was 
initiated in the Fortress, we can learn when 
the walls were built or repaired, and even 
the names of the rulers who had them built 
and even the masters working.
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One of the most striking 
features of Diyarbakır 
Fortress is that it has 
figured reliefs that we do 
not see much in defence 
structures.

Diyarbakır Fortress, which has not changed 
its position for thousands of years due to 
its location in an easily defensible position, 
and which has been shaped by different 
civilizations over the years, consists of 
two parts, the Inner and the Outer Castle. 
Amida Mound, which is located in the Inner 
Castle, defined as the heart of the city, and 
which dates the settlement back to the 6th 
millennium BC, is the first settlement of 
Diyarbakır. In the following years, the Inner 
Castle was used as the city’s administrative 
centre. In other words, Diyarbakır Castle 
continued to be the centre of the city for 8 
thousand years. The fact that remains of the 
palace belonging to the Artuqid Period were 
discovered during the excavations is one of 
the proofs that this is the living space of the 
ruling class.

The earliest data on the existence of the 
fortifications, whose first construction date 
is unknown, is from the Period of Hurrians, 
who lived here around 2000 BC. The fortress, 
which came under the domination of 
different civilizations in the following years, 
took its present shape in the 4th century, 
when it was mostly under Eastern Roman 
rule and its population increased with 
immigration. It is known that the western 
walls were demolished in this period and the 
area covered by the Fortress was expanded. 
In the Fortress, where additions and repairs 
were made in line with the needs in the 
following periods, the next change was made 
by Suleiman the Magnificent in the early 
16th century, and two gates and 16 bastions 
were added to the Inner Castle, which was 
expanded to make room for the residences 

of Beylerbeyi and another administrator. The 
gates that form the main entrances of the 
Fortress and located in four main directions 
took their names from the cities or regions 
they look towards. Harput Gate, also known 
as Dağ Gate, is located in the north, Mardin 
Gate, which is the subject of folk songs, in 
the south, Urfa Gate in the west, and Dicle 
Gate, also known as New Gate, in the east 
direction. As in the bastions, it is possible to 
see the traces of different periods on these 
gates. For example, we can learn from an 
inscription on Urfa Gate that it was repaired 
by Sultan Mehmet during the Artuqid Period. 
There are also four gates in the Inner Castle 
section: Fetihkapı, Oğrunkapı and Saraykapı 
and Küpelikapı, which were added in the 
period of Kanuni.
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The most striking parts of the walls, which 
are 22 meters high and 5 meters thick, 
together with the gates, the bastions, which 
are determined to be 82 in number, were 
also built or repaired in different periods. 
The oldest and largest among them is the 
Keçi Bastion, where the most beautiful views 
of the Tigris River and Hevsel Gardens can 
be seen. Although the date of construction 
of this bastion, which differs from other 
bastions with its architectural features, 
is unknown, thanks to an inscription on 
it, it can be learned that it was repaired 
during the Marwanids Period. Known as the 
Benusen or Evli Beden Bastion, dated 1208, 
has inscriptions and ornaments from the 
Artuqid Period. There is also an inscription 
that the Yedi Kardeş Bastion was built by the 
same ruler on the same date, but by another 
architect. When you come here, be sure to 
listen to the story about the two bastions, 
shaped around competition and pride.

The information we have given so far about 
the castle may lead to the conclusion that 
it is an important building only because of 
its connection with the history of Diyarbakır 
and its architectural features. However, 
the aspect that makes the Castle even 
more special is the figured reliefs that we 
encounter in different parts, especially the 
bastions and gates. This is a feature not seen 
much in defensive structures. The parts with 
various ornaments and animal figures are 
usually the bastions located on the sides 
of the main gates. Yedi Kardeş Bastion has 
Seljuk symbol, double-headed eagle, and 
lion reliefs. Nur Bastion, built by Melik Shah 
in 1089, is another of the most magnificent 
bastions of the Fortress with lion, deer, horse, 
and female figures. Dragon and eagle figures 
can still be seen on the Urfa Gate, which 
was rebuilt in the Artuqid Period. On the 
bastions on both sides of the Harput Gate, 
the inscriptions of different periods, as well 
as the reliefs such as animals, plants and the 
sun evoke admiration.
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HEVSEL GARDENS: 
AGRICULTURAL CENTRE FOR 
EIGHT THOUSAND YEARS

It is not surprising that the transition of 
human beings from hunting-gathering 
to agriculture started in Mesopotamia, 
considering the characteristics of the 
region. These fertile lands, irrigated by the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers, are the places 
where the first agricultural production 
was witnessed, and the ancestors of 
grains and legumes were grown for the 
first time. Considering the role played by 
agriculture in the transition to settled life 
and in the development of economic and 
social structuring, the importance of these 
lands in the history of civilization can be 
understood better. As it was 8 thousand 
years ago, agriculture continues in Hevsel 
Gardens, which constitute an important 
part of these fertile lands. This place, where 
almost all kinds of products can be grown, 
has been meeting the water needs of the 
people of Diyarbakır for thousands of years. 
In other words, although the fortress, which 
is inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List together with the gardens, have been 
inoperative for many years, the Hevsel 
Gardens are still being used for their original 
purpose.

Hevsel Gardens, known as the breadbasket 
of Mesopotamia, supporting, and feeding the 
people of Diyarbakır and connecting with 
the Tigris River, which is vital for the city; is 
of great importance in terms of city history. 
These gardens, which are estimated to date 
back to 6000 BC and have a surface area of 
7 million square meters, are first mentioned 
in documents regarding the Assyrian attack 
in the 9th century BC. Another valuable 
historical record is an inscription on one of 
Diyarbakır’s most famous structures, the 
Great Mosque. In this inscription dated 1241, 
the mention of the Seljuk Sultan Gıyaseddin 
Keyhüsrev II. removing taxes from Hevsel 
Gardens and thus increasing production, 
points to the importance of gardens in these 
years. When the famous Turkish traveller 
Evliya Çelebi came to Diyarbakır in the 17th 

century, he speaks with great praise and 
admiration for the vegetables and fruits 
grown here. We learn from the Ottoman 
documents that the variety of the products 
grown in Hevsel in these years and the 
taxes collected from these products were an 
important source of income.

Hevsel Gardens, where many fruits, 
vegetables, and grains we consume in our 

homes, especially the famous Diyarbakır 
Watermelon, are grown, continues to be the 
scene of agricultural production and is the 
most beautiful natural area of Diyarbakır. 
It is also one of the accommodation routes 
for migratory birds that travel thousands of 
kilometres and is the largest bird sanctuary 
in the region. It is the habitat of many 
creatures, including species unique to this 
area.
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Diyarbakır Fortress, which is among the 
defence structures achieved to survive 
until today preserved in the best way 
not only in Turkey but in all around 
the world, is a monument, which can 
be identified as a museum by itself. It 
is possible to see the traces of almost 
every civilization that has dominated 
the region on these walls, which offer 
a summary of the history of Diyarbakır, 
where an entire day can be reserved 
for the visit. Hevsel Gardens, which lays 
just beyond the walls of the Fortress, 
is among the most important values of 
Turkey with its historical and cultural 
features as well as its natural beauties. 
In these fertile lands where the first 
agricultural activities were carried out 
and the first cereals were grown in the 
history of humanity, agriculture has 
been carried out for 8 thousand years 
without interruption.

The sand apartments on the banks of the 
Tigris River, which form a home for the sand 
martins that visit this place in large colonies 
especially in the spring, are popular for 
nature lovers and photographers.

Although it is a place that stands out with 
its natural beauties, Hevsel Gardens is one 
of the most important values of Diyarbakır 
with its cultural and historical importance. A 

place where the first agricultural production 
started is still a country’s grain, fruit, and 
vegetable garden with its fertile lands, 
which is not so common. Some tools and 
technologies used in agriculture may have 
changed, but it is a great pleasure to watch 
the Hevsel Gardens from Diyarbakır Walls, 
where the products grown, and their flavours 
remain the same So is watching the Walls 
from Hevsel Gardens.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2015
• Ref: 1018

• Selection Criteria: (III), (IV), (VI)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: İzmir

EPHESUS

THE SPECTACULAR CITY 
OF ANTIQUITY
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Turkey, where an archaeological site, an 
ancient city and monument can be seen 
almost at every corner, attracts history and 
archaeology enthusiasts. Ephesus, which is 
located in Selçuk district of İzmir province 
and welcomes 2 million people every year, 
is one of the most preferred archaeological 
sites of these visitors who are interested 
in past cultures. The first reason for its 
popularity is that it is the ancient city with 
the largest area that can be visited all over 
the world. Ephesus, which lived its most 

magnificent years in the 2nd century, when 
it was enriched as an important port and 
trade city and its population reached 250 
thousand, has managed to survive until today 
by being well preserved sufficient to take its 
visitors to a time travel.

In the city, which reflects how people lived 
2 thousand years ago with all its aspects, 
many remains such as the Library of Celsus, 
the Temple of Serapis, the Theatre, the 
Colonnaded Street, the Terrace Houses, the 
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Ephesus, where 250 
thousand people lived 
during the Roman Period, 
is now called “the ancient 
city with the largest area 
that can be visited”.

Temple of Hadrian, the Trajan Fountain, and 
the Temple of Artemis, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world, conceal clues 
of its former glory.

Another reason why Ephesus is a popular 
destination is that it is among the leading 
pilgrimage centres of Christianity. Ephesus, 
where the mother of Jesus, Mary and his 
apostle St. John the Evangelist spent the last 
days, St. Paul, who played an important role 
in the spread of Christianity to the whole 
world, visited twice, hosts very important 
Christian places of visit such as the House 
of Virgin Mary, the Church of the Virgin Mary 
where the ecumenical council was held in 
431, the Cave of St. Paul and the Basilica of 
St. John the Bible.

Ephesus, which was made capital during the 
Roman Empire period, became a trade centre 
thanks to its port, became a pilgrimage centre 
thanks to the Artemis Temple at its first years 
and due to its connection with Virgin Mary 
and St. John in the early Christian period, 
where sick people seek for treatment at its 
medical school and hospital, was visited by 
many people thousands of years before due 
to various reasons.  Today, even the existing 
ruins are enough to reveal that Ephesus was 
once a very rich settlement that stood out 
with science, art, and culture. If you want to 
take a journey in history and learn how life 
was like thousands of years ago, be sure to 
visit Ephesus, which is on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.
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It may come as a surprise to some to learn 
that Ephesus, which is located quite inland 
from the sea, was once a very busy port city 
and that its location has changed four times 
throughout its history. The first reason for 
these changes is the alluvium carried by 
the Küçük Menderes River filling the bay. 
Considering the importance of the harbour 
for Ephesus, it is understandable that the 
settlement constantly shifts parallel to the 
sea. In this respect, it is one of the most 
striking examples of cities that are shaped 
under the influence of environmental factors.
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FROM GLORY TO 
DESTRUCTION: FIVE 
THOUSAND YEARS OF 
HISTORY

Researchers divide Ephesus into four parts 
over the years, based on the different regions 
it has been established. The discoveries 
made in Çukuriçi Mound take traces of 
people in Ephesus back to 7000 BC. The 
first traces of settlements found on Ayasuluk 
Hill are dated to 3000 BC. This place, which 
also served as the capital of the Arzawa-Mira 
Kingdom of the Hittites, is called Ephesus 
I. Ephesus II., dated after 546 BC, when the 
Lydian King Croesus conquered the city, is 
the city established on the plain around 
the Temple of Artemis. The city, which was 
founded once again by Lysimachus, one 
of the generals of Alexander the Great 
around 300 BC, is the Ephesus III. Ephesus, 
which joined the Roman Empire in 133 BC, 
remained the same throughout this period. 
During the years when it was the capital of 
the Asian Province, it has grown gradually 
with extensive development activities. The 
section, which is the most visited by tourists 
today and where the most important ruins 
are located, belongs to the Ephesus III. When 
it comes to the Byzantine Period, Ephesus 
once again moved to Ayasuluk Hill. This new 
city, shaped around the Church of St. John, is 
called the Ephesus IV.

Although its population reached 250 
thousand people in the Roman Period, 
it was planned in such a way that all the 
needs of such a crowded settlement could 
be met; every detail was considered, from 
the developed sewage infrastructure to the 
colonnaded streets illuminated with torches 
at night, from public toilets to market areas 
for the comfort of the public. It was a cultural 
centre with the Library of Celsus, one of the 
largest libraries of the period, and a health 
centre with the Medical School and Hospital. 
The most important ruins unearthed in 
archaeological excavations that have been 
going on for 150 years are mostly dated to 
these years when they lived their heyday. 
Most of the most visited archaeological 
remains such as Library of Celsus, Hadrian’s 
Temple, Serapis Temple, Slope Houses are 
from this period.

The first reason why the glorious years 
of Ephesus ended in 269 AD was the Goth 
Invasion. Having plundered all the rich 
cities in the Aegean, the Goths also attacked 
Ephesus and destroyed the buildings in the 
city, including the Temple of Artemis. Then, 
with the division of the Roman Empire and 
establishment of İstanbul as the capital of 
Eastern Roman Empire, trade routes changed 
and in addition to the loss of importance of 
the harbour, which is one of the main factors 
of the wealth of Ephesus, the earthquake 
disasters that occurred successively caused 
the abandonment of Ephesus.
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Ephesus, which was visited thanks to the Temple of Artemis in the Roman Period and before, became a 
pilgrimage centre in the Byzantine Period, this time thanks to its connection with Christianity. Although the 
city gained prestige due to reasons such as the fact that St. John, one of the 12 apostles of Jesus, wrote the 
Bible in Ephesus, Virgin Mary spent her last years in Ephesus, and the third of the councils where important 
decisions were made in terms of Christianity, gathered in Ephesus in 431, it turned into a small settlement 
within the borders of Ayasuluk Hill far from its former glory in the Byzantine period. The population of the city, 
which was plundered during the Arab raids in the 7th and 8th centuries, gradually decreased. After the Turkish 
conquests since the 11th century, some development activities were carried out in Ayasuluk and commercial 
activities were observed. It was completely abandoned after the 16th century. This did not change until the 
railway line was put into service in the middle of the 19th century.
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REMAINS REFLECTING THE 
GLORY OF THE PAST

Ephesus, which has not been completely 
unearthed despite the excavations that 
have been going on for 150 years, covers a 
very large area. Therefore, at every step, it 
is possible to encounter a monument that 
will take visitors on time travel and amaze 
them. Among these ruins, which cannot be 
covered in a few pages, Artemis Temple, one 
of the seven wonders of the ancient world, 
shines out. “Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World”, which is a concept first introduced by 
the historian Herodotus and then Antipater 
of Sidon and took its final form in the 2nd 
century BC, was a list of buildings that were 
admirable with their monumentality and 
architecture at that time.

Temple of Artemis, one of the buildings 
on this list, has been used as a cult site 
accommodating temples since the 11th 
century BC. The Temple of Artemis, which 
deserved to be included in this list, has 
started to be constructed around 570 BC 
and was never completed due to constant 
additions and it was once one of the largest 
temples in the world. The temple, which was 
built entirely of marble, had 127 columns, 
18 meters high, and the size of a football 
field. Thousands of people from Anatolia and 
around the Mediterranean were coming here. 
Thousands of people visiting the Temple of 
Artemis, which is very important for the 
economy of Ephesus, would not return 
without buying souvenirs from silversmiths 
or other merchants of Ephesus. However, with 
the spread of Christianity, the Artemis cult 
lost its importance. During the Goth invasion 
in 269 AD, the temple was completely 
destroyed, and no effort was made to revive 
it afterwards. Only a few pieces remain of this 
temple. Some of the decorated friezes found 
during excavations in the 19th century are 
now exhibited in the British Museum. Some 
of its parts were used in the construction of 
the Isa Bey Mosque.

The disappearance of the Artemis Cult 
ended the visits to Ephesus, but it continued 
to be a place of pilgrimage in the Christian 

Period. The first reason for this is that it is 
believed that Ephesus is the place where the 
mother of Jesus, Virgin Mary, spent her last 
days and died. The house where the Virgin 
Mary is thought to have lived is on Bülbül 
Mountain, about seven kilometres from 
Ephesus. The story of the acceptance of this 
modest looking historical building as the 
place where the Virgin Mary lived is based 
on a dream of the nun Catherina Emmerich 
in 1774. Although she could not get out of 
bed all her life due to her illness, the details 
of her stories enabled the house to be found. 
Among those who visit this house, to which 
holiness is attributed by Christianity and 

where regular ceremonies are held every 
day, are Pope Paul VI, Pope Jean II and Pope 
Benedict XVI.

St. Jean Monument Museum, which is the 
most attractive building in Ayasuluk, the 
first and the last settlement in Ephesus, is 
another reason why Ephesus is accepted 
as a pilgrimage centre by Christians. Saint 
John, one of the apostles of Jesus, who 
spent the last years of his life in Ephesus 
and wrote the Bible here, made a will to be 
buried in Ayasuluk and multiple churches 
were built on the location of his tomb in the 
Byzantine Period. Built in the 6th century AD 
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One of the reasons why 
Ephesus is among the 
important pilgrimage 

centres of Christianity is 
the belief that the Virgin 

Mary lived here. The 
house, which is thought 

to be the place where 
she spent her last days, 
is on Bülbül Mountain, 

about seven kilometres 
from the Ancient City.

by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian and his 
wife Theodora, the Church was one of the 
magnificent works of the period.

Ephesus was also an important cultural 
centre. The fact that it has the third largest 
library in the ancient world after Alexandria 
and Pergamon is the most important proof of 
this. The Library of Celsus, which we can call 
the symbol of Ephesus today, is a building 
dating back to the 2nd century AD and is 
one of the most popular visiting points for 
Ephesus visitors.

As in all ancient cities, most of the magnificent 
buildings in Ephesus are public buildings and 
temples. However, the residences where the 
rich people of Ephesus once lived, known 
as terrace houses because they are lined 
up on the slopes of Bülbül Mountain, are 
also heavily visited. The reason for this is 
the mosaic floors and frescoed walls with 
different scenes, as well as the clues they 
give about the life of the people.

Ephesus conceals important clues about 
the cultures of different civilizations with 
its thousands of years of history. In Ephesus, 
which holds the title of the world’s largest 
ancient city in terms of the area that can be 
visited, a new discovery is made every year 
with the excavations that have been going on 

for 150 years, and findings that turn a new 
page in history are unearthed.

The fact that it has been inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List is a sign that its 
place in history and originality are universally 
accepted.

Make sure to visit this magnificent historical 
city to experience the past 2 thousand years 
by passing through a time tunnel and to 
learn what life was like in a settlement that 
was once the richest and largest city in the 
region.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2016
• Ref: 1518

• Selection Criteria: (II), (III), (IV)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Kars

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ANİ 

THE CITY FLOURISHED 
BY THE SILK ROAD 
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When we look through the pages of the 
history books, we see that there are many 
cities and even civilizations whose fate is 
determined by the trade routes, they got 
richer during the periods when the roads 
were used extensively, but they disappeared 
from the stage of history after the routes 
changed or lost their importance. The Silk 
Road is undoubtedly the most important of 
these routes that have been so influential in 
the history of civilization.

The Silk Road, which brings together cultures 
and civilizations for thousands of years as 
one of the oldest trade routes in history, 
has enriched the countries and cities it has 
passed, both economically and culturally. 
For this reason, great efforts have been 
made to seize it, and laws have even been 
enacted to protect it and for the safety of 
merchants. Political instability and security 
problems sometimes led to changes in the 
routes followed, and this situation brought 

about the development of some cities and 
the destruction of some cities.

Ani is one of the cities where we see a 
parallel development and collapse with 
the Silk Road. In the 7th and 8th centuries, 
the route following the south of Eastern 
Anatolia became unsafe due to wars, 
making it necessary to use the northern 
route, where Ani was in a key position.  It 
is this development that has enabled Ani 
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to prosper and its population to reach 100 
thousand people. Although disasters such as 
wars, invasions and earthquakes also play 
a role, perhaps the most important reason 
for the abandonment of Ani is that the Silk 
Road changes its route once again and then 
becomes completely out of service. 

Although it is sad that Ani was abandoned, 
it was not a scene of modern settlements, 
it was preserved, and its historical identity 
was not spoiled. Besides the military, 
religious and civil architectural structures 
that have survived to the present day in a 
rock-solid manner, reflecting the general 
characteristics of the medieval Anatolian 

cities with its urban texture, Ani has been 
shaped by the joint work of civilizations 
that come one after another. Ani, where 
multiculturalism can be felt in the best 
way with its architectural works reflecting 
different cultures, Zoroastrian, Christian 
and Muslim religious structures lined up 
side by side, is one of the rare settlements 
that succeeded in preserving its historical 
texture. As a place where developments in 
medieval architecture, art and urbanism can 
be observed in all aspects, it takes its visitors 
on a time travel.
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THE MELTING POT OF 
CIVILIZATIONS
The role played by the Silk Road in making 
Ani a developed city cannot be denied. 
However, it should be said that its location 
was effective in choosing it as a settlement. 
There are traces that it was inhabited even as 
early as the Bronze Age, with its advantages 
such as its ease of defence and proximity to 
water resources due to its being surrounded 
by deep valleys and rivers on both sides. 
However, Ani’s brightest years were in the 
10th and 13th centuries. During these years 
when it was at a crossroads on the Silk 
Road, the caravans who wanted to come 
through Central Asia and Iran to reach the 
port city of Trabzon in the north and into the 
interior of Anatolia via Erzurum in the east 
had to pass through Ani. It is thought that 
the population of Ani, which was enriched 
between 961-1045, when it was the capital 
of the Bagratid Kingdom and became the 
political and economic centre of the whole 
region, and which developed economically 
as well as culturally, is thought to exceed 
100 thousand. In the rapidly growing city, 
religious, administrative, and social facilities 
were built in addition to commercial inns, 
shops, and workshops in those years.

Although the bright years of Ani’s were 
interrupted for a while by the conquest of 
the city by the Byzantine Empire, its strategic 
importance on the caravan routes continued 
during the period when it was under the 
rule of the Seljuk and Georgian Kingdom. 
It is seen that Ani, which was the scene 
of development activities in these years, 
continued to develop in terms of culture as 
well as economically. The effects of the Silk 
Road, which brings together people from 
various nations and cultures with the cultural 
heritage of different civilizations, can be 
seen in the architectural works built.

In Ani, which is fed with different cultural 
environments and where architectural 
traditions are blended, the development 
processes of the Medieval architecture 
unique to the region can be observed in the 
buildings built over a period of 600 years. 

These buildings are outstanding examples of 
Armenian, Byzantine, Seljuk and Georgian art 
and architecture, as well as concealing clues 
about how different cultures influence each 
other.

This understanding, in which regional 
materials are used and the traces of cultural 
fusion are seen in detail such as style and 
decorations, puts Ani in a special place in the 
history of architecture. Each work deserves 
to be examined in detail in terms of design 
and craftsmanship, as it is the birthplace 
of an architectural understanding whose 
influence will be observed from Anatolia to 
the Caucasus in the following years.

Conquered by 
Sultan Alp Arslan 

in 1064, Ani is the 
first city captured 

by the Seljuks 
in Anatolia. This 

conquest also served 
as an important 

steppingstone on the 
way to the Malazgirt 
Victory, which would 

enable the Turks to be 
permanent in Anatolia.
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PRESERVED HISTORICAL 
TEXTURE

Ani owes its cultural wealth to its location at 
a point where civilizations meet. Thanks to 
the preservation of the buildings, they built 
with a new interpretation by blending the 
traditions brought from the ancient history 
of the civilizations that dominate the region 
with the influences from different cultures, 
the identity of the medieval city of Ani has 
also been kept alive.

Of course, it is unimaginable that there are 
no walls in a city that has been desired to 
be seized throughout its history. Today, the 
most impressive of the historical ruins in Ani 
are the city walls, which are 4.5 kilometres 
long and 8 meters high. The entire city is 
surrounded by walls, although it is extremely 
suitable for defence since it is surrounded 
by Arpaçay from the south, Mığmığ from 
the east and Bostanlar Creek from the 
west. Particular attention was paid to the 
northern part, which was weaker in terms 
of defence than other parts. This part where 
the double walls are located is dated to the 
Bagratid King Smbat II (977-989) Period and 
is known by his name. There are 7 gates in 
the walls, which are thought to have been 
repaired during the Shaddadid Period. The 
most striking of these is the Arslanlı Gate, 
which takes its name from the lion relief 
on the door. To the right of this door is the 
Çifte Beden Gate built between two circular 
bastions, and to the left is the Hıdırellez Gate, 
which draws attention with its decorations 
resembling a chessboard.

Ani is divided into two parts as the Citadel 
and Outer Citadel. The palace ruins found 
in the Citadel are a sign that the ruling 
class lived here in the 6th century, when it 
was dominated by the Kamsarakan dynasty. 
Another palace in Ani is one of the few 
examples of the palace architecture of the 
Great Seljuk Period, with its portal decorated 
with eight-pointed star motifs of the Seljuk 
period and two-color stonework. Another 
work belonging to the Turkish Period inside 
the walls is the Seljuk Caravanserai.

Ani is a place where worship structures 
of different religions as well as different 
civilizations can be seen together. The Fire 
Temple is a sign that there were Zoroastrian 
people in Ani for a while. The remains of the 
Ebu’l Muammeran Mosque (Ruined Minaret) 
belonging to the Shaddadid Principality, 
which the Seljuk Sultan Alparslan left the 
administration of the city after the conquest 
of Ani in 1064, are here. In the inscription 
that could not survive today, the fact that 
the rules that caravans visiting the city 
must obey were written, is a sign of how 
important trade was for Ani in these years. 
Ebu’l Manuçehr Mosque (Ani Great Mosque), 
which is one of the oldest Seljuk artifacts 
in Anatolia and has survived to the present 
day, is the first example of Turkish period 
mosques in Anatolia. It attracts attention 
especially with its vaulted top cover, each 
with different rich embellishments, and its 
octagonal minaret rising in the northwest 
corner.

Other Seljuk artifacts in Ani consist of baths 
and bazaars. The two Seljuk baths in the city 
show the traces of the importance given by 
the Turkish-Islamic civilization to water and 
cleanliness. The Seljuk bazaar, which divides 
the city deeply, has been one of the most 
popular places of merchants passing through 
the Silk Road.

Most of the religious buildings in Ani are 
churches. The Church of the Abughamrents, 
built by Prince Pahlavuni in 980, draws 
attention with its octagonal plan, which is 
unlike any other. The reason why the Church 
of Surb Prkich is seen as a holy place by 
Christians is that it is believed to be visited 
by 12 apostles.

Also known as Ani Cathedral, the Church of 
the Holy Mother of God, is one of the most 
important works of medieval Armenian 
architecture. Tridat, the architect of this 
cathedral dating back to the early 11th 
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century, is famous for repairing the dome 
of Hagia Sophia. After Sultan Alparslan’s 
conquest of Ani, it started to be used as a 
mosque and took the name “Fethiye Mosque”. 
The Church of Tigran Honents, which was 
built by a merchant in 1215 and known as the 
Illustrated Church because of the frescoes, 
is one of the most beautiful buildings of 
Ani. There are frescoes, depicting the life 
of Jesus in reference to the Bible, in the 
Church, which is one of the most prominent 
structures in Ani photographs due to its 
location. The Young Girls Church (Monastery 
of the Virgins), located at the far end of the 
city and on the edge of Arpaçay, which forms 
the border with Armenia, is dated to the 13th 
century. From the point where this church is 
located, the remains of the Silk Road Bridge, 
which has been the scene of the passage of 
caravans for many years, can be seen.

Having played a key role on the Silk Road for 
hundreds of years and lived its golden years in 

the Seljuk Period and the Bagratid Kingdom, 
which it served as its capital in the 10th and 
11th centuries, Ani is one of the settlements 
jointly formed by different civilizations. Once 
the economic, political, and cultural centre 
of the region with a population of over 100 
thousand people, Ani has always been a place 
desired to be conquered with its strategic 
location. The city, which suffered from 
earthquake disasters as well as wars that 
took place one after another, was abandoned 
when the route of the Silk Road changed. 
However, the fact that it was not settled in 
the following years led to protection of it, 
and thus its identity of a Medieval city has 
been preserved. Ani, which was inscribed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2016 and 
has an important place in Turkish history, 
is a must-see medieval city with its unique 
architectural works from different periods.

The Ebu’l Manuçehr 
Mosque, which has 
the title of the first 

mosque built by the 
Turks in Anatolia, 

was built by Sultan 
Arpaslan by order 

of the Seljuk Sultan 
Melikşah. It was 

built between 
1072-1092 by Ebu’l 
Manuçehr, whom he 

commissioned as the 
Bey of Ani.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2017
• Ref: 1519

• Selection Criteria: (II), (III), (IV), (VI)
• Category: Cultural

• Province: Aydın Province Karacasu District

APHRODISIAS

SCULPTURE 
CENTRE
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As in the words of the famous philologist and 
traveller Azra Erhat, no matter which region of 
Turkey you travel to, you cannot find any land 
not bearing the traces of thousands of years 
of history. These traces sometimes appear 
in the form of a monument like a bridge or 
a caravanserai in deserted locations, and 
sometimes it becomes an ancient city adorned 
with many magnificent buildings.

Aphrodisias, located within the borders of 
Aydın province, in a fertile valley watered 

by Dandalaz Stream, is one of the most 
important of these ancient cities. Excavations 
in Aphrodisias, the centre of sculpture 
production for 600 years and the place where 
the most famous sculptors of the period were 
created, where the magnificent examples of 
the Roman Period sculpture were created, 
continue to unearth the works that prove how 
justified this reputation is based on.

This ancient city, whose story of being 
discovered by chance, dates back only 60 years, 

is a place where Roman Emperors granted 
privileges, artworks are exported even to Italy, 
and is adorned with monumental structures. 
Because it has been out of sight, it has 
managed to survive well-preserved without 
being plundered. In addition to the buildings 
such as the Temple of Aphrodite, the Stadium, 
the Theatre and the Sebasteion, it is one of 
the places that will enchant its visitors with its 
Museum where the magnificent sculptures of 
master artists can be seen.
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DISCOVERY OF A 
PHOTOGRAPHER

It is uncommon for a photographer to 
discover an ancient city. The owner of 
this discovery is Ara Güler, one of the 
most famous photographers who grew 
up in Turkey and immortalized many 
celebrities from Picasso to Salvador 
Dali, from Alfred Hitchcock to Winston 
Churchill with his lens. Güler, who was 
assigned to take photographs at the 
opening of the Kemer Dam in 1958, 
finds himself in a village when he lost his 
way on his way back. He is astounded by 
what he sees and takes photographs of 
the peasants and artifacts living in touch 
with history. After returning to İstanbul, 
he conducts research on this ancient city 
and when he cannot find satisfactory 
information, he realizes that nobody 
knows about this place. Archaeologists 
and researchers flock to the ancient city 
when the photographs he sent to the 
Times Magazine have a great impact 
all over the world. The excavations that 
started in 1961 reveal how important a 
settlement this city actually is.

THE FAVORITE OF ROMAN 
EMPIRES: APHRODISIAS AND 
THE TEMPLE OF APHRODITE

“Aphrodisias is the only city in all Asia that I 
have selected to be my own.”  This statement 
of Octavian the Triumvir, who will be the 
first emperor of Rome and will be known as 
Augustus, appears in an inscription engraved 
on the wall of the theatre in Aphrodisias. He 
is not the only statesman who is impressed 
by Aphrodisias, named after Aphrodite, the 
goddess of beauty and love. The fact that 
the Roman Emperors attributed their lineage 
to Aeneas of Troy and thus Aphrodite causes 
Aphrodisias, which is named after Aphrodite, 
to be privileged and even to be exempt from 
taxes. Especially after the 1st century AD, the 
city, which was given special importance by 

almost all the Roman emperors, became a 
pilgrimage centre with the influx of visitors 
to the Temple of Aphrodite. Sulla, the Roman 
general, and statesman presents gifts to the 
Temple of Aphrodite in line with a prophecy 
and Julius Caesar also sends gifts to the 
temple here.

The factors that played a role in the selection 
of the location of the settlements in the 
ancient period, to a large extent was their 
strategic importance. Being suitable for 

defence, lying on a trade route or having 
a port are also reasons for preference for 
establishment of a city. 

However, the factor that played a role in 
Aphrodisias’ being a settlement is the Temple 
of Aphrodite… It is thought that the city was 
formed around this temple, which is dated to 
the 3rd century BC.

The characteristic of Aphrodite of 
Aphrodisias is that it is a combination of the 
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Hellenistic goddess of beauty and love and 
the local fertility goddess of Anatolia. The 
Aphrodite Cult, which spread throughout the 
Mediterranean in a short time, continues even 
after Christianity is accepted as the official 
state religion. The Temple of Aphrodite, 
which was used for a while in the years when 
the pagan beliefs were abandoned and the 
temples were destroyed all over Anatolia, 
was transformed into St. Michael’s Cathedral 
around 500 AD.

Even the remains that have survived from 
this temple, which is the heart of the city, 
are proof of what a magnificent structure it 
was once. The work carried out for the new 
function of the temple, which has undergone 
significant structural changes after its 
conversion into the cathedral and enlarged 
with additions, is described by today’s 
researchers as an engineering miracle.

Tetrapylon, which is among the most 
visited monuments of Aphrodisias today 
and admired with its elegant ornaments 
and architectural details, was the 
monumental entrance to the Aphrodite 
Cult Area. Following a street extending 
from the city centre, the front courtyard 
of the temple is accessed by going 
through this gate. If you examine this 
monument, which is dated to the 2nd 
century AD, you can see the high reliefs, 
which are among the most beautiful 
architectural decorations of the period. 
One of the details that may attract your 
attention among the embellishments is 
the cross motif made covering the figure 
of Aphrodite. It is extremely important 
in these years as it is a physical proof of 
changes in belief and social structure.
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AMAZING ARCHITECTURAL 
WORKS 

Aphrodisias is defined as a medium-sized 
settlement among ancient cities in terms 
of population and size. However, some of 
the buildings built here are even more 
magnificent than the examples in the 
largest cities. The most important reason 
for this magnificence is the mastery of the 
Aphrodisias artists in the field of sculpture 
as well as architecture and architectural 
decoration.

Sebasteion is a structure where the traces 
of this mastery can be seen in every aspect. 
Dedicated to the Roman emperors, this 
complex temple built between 20 and 60 AD 
consists of three-storey structures placed on 
both sides of this road by a ceremonial road, 
decorated with marble relief panels that will 
give the impression that you are in a painting 
gallery. Among the life-size figures on these 
panels, all produced by the Aphrodisias 
Sculpture School, are Roman emperors, 
mythological scenes, and people symbolizing 
different nations under the empire’s rule.  

The seven thousand-seat theatre is another 
of Aphrodisias’ most magnificent and best-
preserved structures. The orchestra level of 
the Theatre, which hosts performances and 
events, was lowered in the 2nd century AD 
for gladiator and animal shows and in the 
7th century, the back facade of the stage 
building was closed and turned into a castle.

The Stadium, which is another gathering 
place for the people of the city like the 
theatre, differs from the examples in other 
ancient cities since both ends are closed. 
Dating back to the 1st century AD and built 
in harmony with the city’s grid plan, this 
building is one of the best-preserved ancient 
stadiums.

The Assembly Building is a building from 
the 2nd century AD. Thanks to the marble 
seating rows in the building, which looks like 
a theatre, it has been calculated to have a 
capacity of 1700 people. This city is similar 
to today’s municipalities, where important 

decisions are made about the city. Music 
shows and speeches were also held in the 
building.

Despite being one of the latest discovered 
the ancient cities in Turkey’s territory, 
we have a very valuable information on 
Aphrodisias. The most important reason for 
this is that more than 2 thousand inscriptions 
dated between 200 BC and 600 AD were 
found. Thanks to the inscriptions, important 
information was obtained about the social 
structure, beliefs, and cultural texture of the 
city. For example, we can learn from these 
inscriptions that the city has a cosmopolitan 
structure consisting of different religions and 
nations with Greek, Roman and Carian origins, 
Jewish and Christian beliefs. In the Theatre, 
which is known as the archive wall due to 
the abundance of inscriptions it contains, the 
privileges granted to Aphrodisias by Roman 
emperors and statesmen can be read.
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Aphrodisias, named 
after Aphrodite, the 
goddess of love and 

beauty, was the most 
important sculpture 
centre of the Roman 

Period. The city, 
which was formed 

around the Temple 
of Aphrodite, which 

became a pilgrimage 
centre over time, was 

given privileges by the 
Roman emperors and 
paved the way for its 

development. For 600 
years, the works of 

artists from Aphrodisias, 
who were the first 

choice of emperors and 
statesmen to produce 

statues and busts, were 
exported to every city 

of the empire. Today, 
it is a place visited by 

hundreds of thousands 
of people every year 

with its museum, where 
these magnificent 

sculptures are exhibited, 
and its monumental 
structures that have 

survived to the present 
day.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
SCULPTURES OF THE ROMAN 
PERIOD WERE PRODUCED 
HERE

One of the reasons why Aphrodisias was 
famous during the Roman Period is the 
sculpture school. The city, where the most 
beautiful sculptures of the period were 
produced and talented sculptors were 
raised with the advantage of its proximity 
to quality marble quarries, has gained a 
great reputation as an art centre. Emperors 
and dignitaries assigned the artists here to 
make their sculptures; they decorated their 
palaces and mansions with works produced 
in Aphrodisias. Its rightful reputation in the 
field of sculpture from the 1st century BC to 
the 5th century AD, that is, for approximately 
600 years, enabled the artists of Aphrodisias 
and the city to enrich.

The reason why Aphrodisias sculpture and 
sculpture school is so famous is that it has 
trained creative and competent artists who 
do not hesitate to produce difficult and 
bold compositions. It is also the place of 
production of many architectural decorations 
that adorned public buildings in the Roman 
Period. The artists of Aphrodisias, who 
received orders from all parts of the empire, 
produced busts and sculptures of emperors, 
rulers, and philosophers. It can be said that 
the proximity of marble beds, where easily 
processed and quality marbles can be 
obtained, is a great help to the artists. But 
the main reason they have been in demand 
for centuries is especially their mastery of 
portrait sculpting. The artists of Aphrodisias, 
who had a background in Greek sculpture, but 
also combined the styles and compositions 
used in other sculpture production centres 
in the Roman period with local traditions, 
created a style unique to this region.

The workshop, where the sculptors who 
made Aphrodisias so famous, were brought 
up and made their works, is one of the 
first monuments to be unearthed during 
excavations. Findings such as sculpting tools, 
sculptures at different stages, and exercise 

pieces thought to be prepared by apprentices 
for educational purposes also help to 
learn valuable information about ancient 
sculpture production methods.

The works of all kinds and forms, from large 
and complex sculpture groups to portable 
votive figures and architectural ornaments, 
discovered in excavations that have been 
going on for about 60 years, are a testament 
to the mastery and versatility of the artists in 
the city. Moreover, this is not the only place 
where the works of the artists of Aphrodisias 
are discovered. The fact that the works of 
Aphrodisias are found in many cities of the 
Roman Empire, even in the Villa of Hadrian in 
Tivoli, Italy, shows how popular and sought-
after these artists were.
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• Date of inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List: 2018
• Ref: 1572

• Selection Criteria: (I), (II), (IV)
• Category: Cultural
• Province: Şanlıurfa

GÖBEKLİTEPE

A DISCOVERY LEADING TO 
REWRITING OF HISTORY
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We have many reasons to say that Göbeklitepe 
is one of the most important archaeological 
discoveries of the 21st century. The first 
is that it dates to 12 thousand years ago. 
In other words, it is 7 thousand 400 years 
older than the oldest pyramids. It belongs to 
the years when humankind has just started 
settled life, hunter-gatherer form of living has 
not yet completely ended, and agricultural 
production is at the beginning stage. The 

fact that they have succeeded building such 
monumental structures in a period when 
humans could only build simple shelters for 
themselves indicates that a social solidarity, 
division of labour and coordination, artistic 
talent and a little engineering information is 
present in these years. Adding new chapters 
to history books also leads to modification of 
some chapters.

As a result of the research, it has been proved 
that Göbeklitepe is not used for settlement 
purposes but is a cult area and an open-
air temple. It is thought that some caves 
inhabited in prehistoric times may also have 
served religious purposes. However, this 
situation does not prevent Göbeklitepe from 
being called the oldest monumental cult 
area in the world.
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Göbeklitepe certainly deserves the 
titles of “birthplace of civilizations” 
or “zero point in history” as it is 
associated with. This discovery, 
in which the first traces of many 
milestones in human history have 
been seen, and which has led to 
the modification and rewriting 
of the information contained in 
history books so far, attracts the 
attention of not only historians and 
archaeologists, but the whole world. 
Göbeklitepe, which was inscribed on 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 
2018, is a place where the concept 
of the common heritage of humanity 
is fully reflected in this aspect.
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Animal depictions on 
“T” shaped obelisks 

symbolizing the 
stylized human 

represent the most 
impressive examples of 

the rich symbolism of 
the aceramic Neolithic 

period.
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In the opinion of Prof. 
Dr. Klaus Schmidt, these 
obelisks, some of which 
have fingers and hands, 
represent human figures.

REVOLUTIONARY DISCOVERY 
IN THE WORLD OF 
ARCHEOLOGY

The determination that Göbeklitepe, which 
was discovered in 1963, but where the first 
excavations started in 1995, was not used as 
a settlement and served only for religious 
purposes, was the first development that 
surprised archaeologists. Moreover, as 
the research area was expanded, it was 
determined that there was more than one 
temple here. The repetition of the plans of 
the monumental buildings in Göbeklitepe, 
which was thought to be used as a pilgrimage 
centre or associated with death and funeral 
rituals in the Neolithic Period, is an indication 
that they were created within the framework 
of some conscious and determined principles.

In the centre of the buildings, which are 
generally built in a circular plan, two 
T-shaped obelisks, which are the most 
characteristic monuments of Göbeklitepe, 
are 5.5 meters high and carved from solid 
stone. The other obelisks, which are in the 
same form but smaller in size, are lined up 
along the outer wall facing these obelisks 
in the centre. In the opinion of Prof. Dr. 
Klaus Schmidt, who has excavated here 
for twenty years and has recently passed 
away, these obelisks, some of which have 
fingers and hands, represent human figures. 
These monuments, shaped from limestone 
obtained from a nearby quarry, have animal 
and human depictions, some of which are 
engraved, but most of which are made in 
three dimensions. These sculptures and 
reliefs, which also contain clues about the 
artistic talents, symbolic worlds, beliefs, and 
lifestyles of the people of the period, are the 
oldest examples of their types. It is thought 
to reflect the characteristics of the obelisk 
or the temple on which it was built, some of 
which were not made for decoration purposes 
only. According to some researchers, the 
motifs on the stones are a set of symbols for 
communication or message purposes; in one 
aspect, the ancestor of hieroglyphs ... If this 
thesis is accepted, Göbeklitepe will become 
even more important in human history as the 
birthplace of writing.
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These temples, 9 of which have been unearthed until today, 
but whose number was understood to be 23 as a result of 

geomagnetic and georadar measurements, prove that this whole 
region is a gigantic sanctuary.

Another importance of the temples is that 
innovative construction techniques, which 
were not known and applied until that day, 
were used in their construction. Apart from 
their symbolic meaning, “T”  shaped obelisks 
also have some architectural functions. The 
erection of obelisks and their architectural 
function is a sign of the emergence of 

different artisan classes in the society during 
this period. In addition, it is thought that 
there should be someone in the position 
of manager or leader who supervises all 
these construction activities and organizes 
the large workforce, as well as bringing 
people from different communities together. 
It is among the suggested ideas that this 

person may be a respected religious leader 
in different communities. In this respect, 
Göbeklitepe has an important place on the 
way towards the formation of social classes 
and hierarchical structures.
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ALL THE WORLD KEEPS AN 
EYE ON HERE

Many articles have been written and 
documentaries have been shot about 
Göbeklitepe, which has attracted the 
attention of all the world since the 
monumental structures were unearthed. In 
addition to the documentary on British BBC 
television and the news in The Guardian, 
perhaps the most interesting news about 
Göbeklitepe was published in the German 
Der Spiegel Magazine. The claim in the 
magazine that Göbeklitepe is the place 
where Adam and Eve started to live after 
they were expelled from heaven is of a kind 
that will have a great repercussion.
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UNSOLVED MYSTERIES

Although Göbeklitepe has provided a lot 
of new information to be revealed, the 
unsolved mysteries about the findings 
continue preoccupy the scientists. The first 
questions that come to mind are who are the 
people who built these structures, how the 
obelisks weighing 40 tons were transported 
and erected here.

This region is not close to any residential 
area, and it is also far from the basic needs, 
the water resources. Therefore, the question 
of why this location was chosen has not yet 
been answered. Although these structures 
are accepted as temples, no definite 
information could be reached regarding their 
functions. Due to the large amount of animal 
bones found in the excavations, it is one of 
the claims that people from different groups 
gathered here at certain periods and events 
such as feasts were organized. According to 
another view, the obelisks symbolize the 
deceased ancestors of the people of this 
period.

There are also various opinions about the 
fact that the monuments in Göbeklitepe 
were not built in a single period, and that 
the site was gradually enlarged with new 
monuments throughout thousands of years 
of use. Different communities are thought 
to have created new monuments by erecting 
new obelisks for their ancestors. Another 
unusual thing about the monuments is that 
they are buried, covered with tons of soil and 
stones. The temples, which were used as a 
sanctuary from 10000 BC to 8000 BC and 
then abandoned, were not left to collapse, 
but were buried with conscious effort. The 
reasons why they were abandoned, as well as 
the purposes for which they were made, are 
mysteries waiting to be solved and will likely 
require years of research. What is certain 
is that all this research will continue to 
contribute to human history and completely 
change what has been written so far.
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Old Settlement of Ahlat and 
The Tombstones (Bitlis)  [2000]

Harran and Şanlıurfa (Mardin) 
[2000]

Mardin Cultural Landscape 
(Şanlıurfa) [2000]

Alahan Monastery (Mersin) [2000] Ishak Pasha Palace (Ağrı) [2000]
Seljuk Caravanserais on the route from 

Denizli to Dogubeyazit [2000

Konya - The Capital of Seljuk Civilization 
(Konya) [2000]Karain Cave (Antalya) [1994] Alanya (Antalya) [2000]
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St. Paul Church, St. Paul’s 
Well and Its Surrounding 

(Mersin) [2000]

St. Nicholas Church (Antalya) [2000]
Ancient Cities of Lycian Civilization 

(Antalya and Muğla) [2009]

Sumela Monastery 
(Trabzon) [2000]

Güllük Dagi-Termessos 
National Park (Antalya) [2000]

Kekova (Antalya) [2000]

Archaeological Site of Perge 
(Antalya) [2009]

Archaeological Site of 
Sagalassos (Burdur) [2009]

Beyşehir, Eşrefoğlu Mosque 
(Konya) [2011]

St. Pierre Church (Hatay) [2011]

Medieval City of Beçin 
(Muğla) [2012]

Aizanoi Antique City 
(Kütahya) [2012]

Historic Town of Birgi (Izmir) 
[2012]

Gordion (Ankara) [2012

Haci Bektas Veli Complex 
(Nevşehir) [2012]



146

Yesemek Quarry and Sculpture 
Workshop (Gaziantep) [2012]

Lake Tuz Special Environmental 
Protection Area [2013]

Archaeological Site of Kültepe-Kanesh 
(Kayseri) [2014]

Odunpazari Historical Urban 
Site (Eskişehir) [2012]

Trading Posts and Fortifications 
on Genoese Trade Routes from the 

Mediterranean to the Black Sea [2013]
Archaeological Site of 

Arslantepe (Malatya) [2014]

Mamure Castle (Mersin) [2012]
The Ancient City of Sardis and the Lydian 

Tumuli of Bin Tepe (Manisa) [2013] Ancient City of Korykos (Mersin) [2014]

Archaeological Site of 
Laodikeia (Denizli) [2013] Ancient City of Kaunos (Muğla) [2014]

Historical Monuments of Niğde 
(Niğde) [2012]

Archeological Site of 
Zeugma (Gaziantep) [2012]

Ancient City of Anazarbos 
(Adana) [2014]

Mausoleum and Sacred area of 
Hecatomnus (Muğla) [2012]
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Tomb of Ahi Evran 
(Kırşehir) [2014]

Mountainous Phrygia (Kütahya, 
Afyon and Eskişehir) [2015]

Eshab-ı Kehf Kulliye (Islamic-Ottoman 
Social Complex) (Kahramanmaraş) (2015)

Mahmut Bey Mosque 
(Kastamonu) [2014]

Akdamar Memorial Museum 
(Church) (Van) [2015]

The Bridge of Uzunköprü (Edirne) 
(2015]

İznik (Bursa) [2014]

Anatolian Seljuks Madrasahs  
(Erzurum, Sivas, Kayseri, 

Konya and Kırşehir) [2014]
Ancient City of Stratonikeia 

(Muğla) [2015]

Eflatun Pınar: The Hittite Spring 
Sanctuary (Konya) [2014]

Zeynel Abidin Mosque Complex and Mor 
Yakup (Saint Jacob) Church (Mardin) 

[2014] Yıldız Palace Complex (İstanbul) [2015]

Çanakkale (Dardanelles) and Gelibolu 
(Gallipoli) Battles Zones in the First 

World War (Çanakkale) [2014]
Vespasianus Titus 

Tunnel (Hatay)  [2014
The Theatre and Aqueducts of the Ancient 

City of Aspendos (Antalya) [2015]
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Mount Harşena and the Rrock-tombs 
of the Pontic Kings (Amasya) [2015]

The Bodrum Castle (Muğla) 
[2016]

Ayvalık Industrial Landscape 
(Balıkesir) [2017]

Nuruosmaniye Complex 
(İstanbul)  [2016]

Sivrihisar Great Mosque 
(Eskişehir) [2016]

Archaeological Site of 
Assos (Çanakkale) [2017]

Yivli Minaret Mosque 
(Antalya) [2016]

Kızılırmak Delta 
(Samsun) [2016]

Sultan Bayezid II 
Complex (Edirne) [2016]

Van Fortress (Van) 
[2016]

Hacı Bayram Mosque 
(Ankara) [2016]

Ismail Fakirullah Tomb 
(Siirt) [2015]

Ancient city of Kibyra 
(Burdur) [2016

The Malabadi Bridge 
(Diyarbakır) [2016]

Historic Guild Town of 
Mudurnu (Bolu) [2015]



The Underground Water 
Structures in Gaziantep;  Livas’ 
and Kastels (Gaziantep) (2018)

Historic Town of Beypazarı 
(Ankara) [2020]

Castles and Walled Settlements from the 
Mediterranean to the Black Sea on the Genoese 

Trade Route [2020]

The Bridge of Justinian 
(Sakarya) (2018)

Nature Park of Ballıca 
Cave (Tokat) (2019)

Zerzevan Castle and Mithraeum 
(Diyarbakır) [2020]

Wooden Roofed and Wooden 
Columned Mosques in Anatolia 
(Konya, Kastamonu, Eskişehir, 
Afyonkarahisar, Ankara) [2018

Basilica Therma (Sarıkaya Roma 
Hamamı) (Yozgat) [2018] Koramaz Valley (Kayseri) [2020]

Historical City of 
Harput (Elazığ) (2018]

Archaeological Site of 
Priene (Aydin) (2018]

Karatepe-Aslantaş Archaeological 
Site (Osmaniye) [2020]

Ivriz Cultural Landscape 
(Konya) [2017]

Early Period of Anatolian Turkish 
Heritage:  Niksar, The Capital of 

Danishmend Dynasty (Tokat) [2018]
The Historical Port City of Izmir 

(Izmir) [2020]
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HOW DOES A SITE IS INSCRIBED ON THE UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST?

The prerequisites for natural formations, monuments, or sites to be inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List require the country in which 
these sites are located is a party to the convention, the recognition that they have international importance and universal value, and that 
they are worthy of admiration and protection in these aspects. The steps of the process are submission of the candidacy files prepared by the 
countries to UNESCO, decision-making by the committee based on the results of the evaluation made by the experts of ICOMOS (International 
Council of Monuments and Sites) and IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources). To be admitted to the list, 
one must meet at least one of the following criteria:

I. to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius;

II. to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in 

 architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning, or landscape design;

III. to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

IV. to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or landscape which illustrates (a) significant 

 stage(s) in human history;

V. to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or 

 human interaction with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change;

VI. to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding 

 universal significance. (The Committee considers that this criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria);

VII. to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance;

VIII. to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth’s history, including the record of life, significant on-going geological 

 processes in the development of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic features;

IX. to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution and development of 

 terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems, and communities of plants and animals;

X. to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including those containing 

 threatened species of outstanding universal value from the point of view of science or conservation.

For an asset to be enlisted on the World Heritage List, it must meet at least one or more of the criteria set by the World Heritage Committee, 
as well as preserve its originality and integrity, and have an appropriate management structure and plan that will ensure the long-term 
preservation of the area.


