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Historical 
Background
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T
urkey exerts active efforts to conserve its cultural heritage since 1845. 

The first legal arrangement for the conservation of cultural heritage 

- Asâr-ı Atîka Nizamnamesi (Antiquities Regulation) - was adopted 

in 1869. Turkey has since then gradually developed its comprehensive, 

participatory, effective and multidimensional conservation legislation in line 

with global developments and requirements. The conservation of cultural 

and natural heritage is presently under constitutional safeguards.

Turkey is one of UNESCO’s twenty founding members. It ratified the 

UNESCO Constitution on 20 May 1946. 

Turkey became a party to the World Heritage Convention in 1983. Yet, 

during the intervening 30 year period, Turkey served only once in the World 

Heritage Committee, between 1983 and 1989. 

The Convention has been an important means for executing conservation 

activities in Turkey in conformity with international standards. Turkey 

recognizes the universal value of natural and cultural assets. It regards their 

conservation and their transfer to the next generations as an obligation 

for humanity and approaches the World Heritage Sites with the same 

understanding.

 Nemrut Dağ
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Eleven properties from Turkey have been inscribed in the World Heritage 

List until today. Following the revisions carried out since 2009 in order 

to establish a tentative list in accordance with the Global Strategy for a 

Representative, Balanced and Credible World Heritage List, forty-one 

properties reflecting the history and rich cultural diversity of Turkey were 

included in the tentative list. 

There are presently a total of 13,132 sites protected across Turkey under 

national legislation, including 10,976 archeological and 1,273 natural sites. 

Additionally, 94,290 immovable cultural properties are also protected 

under Turkish law. These cultural properties are exhibited in around 370 

museums.

 Safranbolu

 İstanbul
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Turkey has been awarded 13 prizes since 1979 by Europa Nostra, 

an organization active in safeguarding cultural heritage, mostly for its 

achievements in restoration implementations.

Turkey is located at the intersection of the three richest floristic geographies 

of the world (the Euro-Siberian, the Mediterranean and Western and 

Central Asiatic regions). It therefore enjoys great biological diversity. Three 

of the important ecoregions of the world meet in Turkey. Therefore, utmost 

importance is attached to the conservation of its natural resources and to 

ensuring sustainable development.

 Çatalhöyük

 Xanthos-Letoon
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 Pamukkale

A total of 6,321,235 hectares have been determined as sites of conservation 

and graded in accordance with their natural characteristics. These include 

40 national parks, 181 natural parks, 31 nature reserve areas, 80 wildlife 

improvement areas and 13 Ramsar sites. 

As a result of the work carried out in close cooperation with the UNESCO 

World Heritage Center, the World Heritage Committee and their Consulting 

Bodies, Turkey has gained substantial experience in the conservation 

and management of the World Heritage Sites. Numerous Turkish experts 

took part in the delegations commissioned to assess World Heritage 

nominations. Turkey worked actively between the years 2004 and 2010 in 

the International Coordination Committee for the Safeguarding of Cultural 

Heritage of Iraq, established by UNESCO.

Turkey stands as candidate to the Committee in order to share this 

accumulated experience and knowledge with the States Parties.
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 The Gypsy Girl Mosaic of Zeugma

13



The 
Implementation of 
the Convention at 
National Level



T
urkey has become party to the international conventions which have 

been drawn up for the protection of all forms of cultural heritage, 

natural heritage and cultural diversity. It has enacted necessary 

legal regulations to implement these policies. The relevant infrastructure 

has been established both at the central and local administration levels and 

experts have been recruited. 

The issue of the protection of heritage sites arouses great interest at all 

administrative levels. The restoration and protection work of the Divriği 

Great Mosque and Hospital, which is inscribed in the World Heritage List, 

and those of the Diyarbakır Castle and Walls and the Ancient Settlement 

and Tombstones of Ahlat, which are included in Turkey’s Tentative List, 

are carried out under the aegis of the President of the Republic of Turkey. 

Local administrations have been provided with new financial resources for 

the protection of cultural and natural heritage through special regulations, 

in addition to general budget appropriations. These resources are used 

primarily for the protection of the sites which are inscribed in the World 

Heritage List and the Tentative List.

 Great Mosque and Hospital of Divriği
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In order to raise awareness for the World Heritage Convention 

and World Heritage Sites and to promote these sites, a host 

of activities are held at both national and local levels. Training 

and promotional activities are organized by the museums of the 

cities where the World Heritage Sites are located. 

For the purpose of an efficient protection and management 

of World Heritage Sites, the ICOMOS Guidelines on Heritage Impact 

Assessments for World Heritage Cultural Properties has been translated 

into Turkish and disseminated to all relevant administrations, which have 

been encouraged to take action to this end. 

Turkey is developing new partnerships at the national level for more 

efficient, effective, transparent and participatory implementation of the 

Convention. Guidelines for cooperation between the relevant ministries, 

ICOMOS Turkey and the UNESCO Turkish National Commission have 

been established in order to prepare high-quality nomination files and to 

monitor existing World Heritage Sites.

 Training Activities for Children  
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 Göreme National Park
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International 
Cooperation



B
elieving in the importance of international cooperation 

for the protection of cultural and natural heritage, Turkey 

has so far taken part in a myriad of activities. It has also 

substantially contributed to several UNESCO projects. 

Turkey has increased, particularly after 2002, its cooperation 

activities for documentation, protection and restoration of 

cultural heritage in Central Asia, the Caucasus, the Middle East, 

the Balkans and across Africa. The Turkish Cooperation and 

Coordination Agency (TİKA) and UNESCO signed in 2011 a Memorandum 

of Understanding to exchange views and develop projects on education, 

culture and sustainable development, especially on the issues of the 

restitution, restoration, renovation and reconstruction of cultural heritage 

and historic monuments in the above-mentioned regions. Turkey provides 

considerable financial support to UNESCO for the implementation of 

its global mission, including in the area of cultural and natural heritage 

protection. 

As a member of European Environment Agency (EEA) since May 2003, 

and as a participant to the Consortium of the European Topic Centre on 

Biological Diversity, Turkey will be carrying out assessment and reporting 

activities on specific topics on behalf of the EEA over the next five years.

Fatih Sultan Mehmet Mosque, Priştine, Kosova 

 Archaeological Site of Troy
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Our Commitments



• To fully implement the World Heritage Convention,

• To share information and experience in the field of 
cultural and natural heritage with the States Parties,

• To provide support to the work of the World Heritage 
Committee through the participation of highly 
experienced conservation experts and scientists,

• To endeavor to achieve a balanced and geographically 
representative World Heritage List,

• To particularly support the work on Neolithic settlements 
and cultural landscape, in line with the Global Strategy,

• To support a transparent and participatory 
monitoring and reporting process,

• To share its experience gained in the reinforcement 
of World Heritage Sites against earthquakes,

• To provide support to developing countries 
through expert training programmes,

• To give priority to transnational and transboundary 
nominations for ensuring international cooperation 
in the protection of World Heritage Sites.

 Hattusha
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Turkey’s 
Delegation

 Selimiye Mosque



Zeki Kaya is a professor of Biological Sciences at Middle East Technical 

University-Ankara. He is a member of Natural Sciences Committee of 

UNESCO-National Commission of Turkey. He received a B.S. (1978) 

from Istanbul University, M.Sc. (1983) and Ph.D.(1987) from Oregon State 

University, USA. Professor Kaya did post-doctoral studies in Swedish 

Agricultural Sciences University (Umeaa), The State University of New York 

(Syracuse), University of California (Davis) and USDA-FS, Institute of Forest 

Genetics (Placerville). Professor Kaya’s research focuses on conservation 

biology, conservation genetics, molecular evolution and speciation, tree 

genomics and ancient DNA. He is involved in the preparation of “The National 

Plan for in situ Conservation of Plant Genetic Diversity in Turkey”, ”National 

Reports of Turkey for Biodiversity Conventions Secretariat”, and took part in 

Turkish National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans in 2001 and 2007.

Yonca Erkan is a professor of Cultural Heritage Conservation at Kadir 

Has University. She is the vice president of Tangible Cultural Heritage 

Committee of the Turkish National Commission for UNESCO and a member 

of ICOMOS Turkey. She has worked on international conservation projects 

in collaboration with the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, the World Monuments 

Fund and the European Union Culture Programme. PhD (2007) in Historic 

Preservation, Istanbul Technical University; S.M.Arch.S. (1998) in Islamic 

Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; M.Arch. (1996) in 

Historic Preservation; B.Arch. (1993), Yıldız Technical University.

Zeki Kaya, Ph. D.

Yonca Erkan, Ph. D.
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Şule Kılıç Yıldız is an art historian working in the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism, Department of World Heritage Sites. She has been undertaking 

activities related to the UNESCO World Heritage Convention including 

identifying potential World Heritage sites, preparing nomination dossiers 

and site management plans as well as monitoring the state of preservation 

of already inscribed World Heritage sites. She is a Ph.D candidate at the 

Department of History of Architecture at Middle East Technical University.

Şule Kılıç Yıldız
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